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SUMMARY

An Analysis of the Glossaries of Five European Languages
Officially Complied in the Mid-Eighteenth Century China

Tadaharu TANOMURA

The Palace Museum of Beijing stores manuscripts of glossaries of 42 lan-
guages or dialects officially compiled in the mid-eighteenth century. The man-
uscripts were discovered in 1931 by the German sinologist Walter Fuchs, and
were published for the first time ever since in 2018.

Among the manuscripts are included six glossaries of distinct quality, which
are ones of Tibetan and five European languages, viz., Latin, German, Portu-
guese, French and Italian.

This article, after some preliminary observations about the six glossaries,
will address the following two questions involving them: 1) By whom and how
were the European glossaries compiled? 2) What is the proper noun in the title
of the German glossary and how is it to be pronounced? These seemingly inde-
pendent questions are in fact closely interrelated, and we can only answer them
by analyzing all the relevant glossaries.

With regard to the first question, it will be argued, among other things, that
the Latin glossary was compiled by two Europeans, one possibly being the com-
piler of the Italian glossary, and the other unquestionably being the compiler
of the German glossary. As for the second question, it will be argued that the
proper name in the title of the German glossary is the Latin term Germania,
which was intended to show an exceptional pronunciation [ermanija], not the

common Latin pronunciations [germanija] or [dzermanija].



