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SUMMARY

“Temporary Autonomous Zone” That Occurs in Public Spaces in Cities

— The Activities of Baobab Experience in Rome

Yasuko ImoTO

Keywords: “refugee”, eviction, temporary autonomic zone

This paper is about the very existence of ‘refugees locked out’ from public
spaces in cities by forced evictions’ rather than general issues regarding refugee
policies or institutions in Italy considering the activities of the Baobab Experi-
ence, which is a grassroots group composed of entirely volunteers in Rome. It
was shown that, through the Baobab Experience, which moves with people who
have been ‘locked out, ‘refugees’ who have been forcefully evicted/perpetually
remain border-crossers should create ‘temporary autonomous zones” within
the city of Rome and maintain solidarity without being divided from their sur-
roundings due to diverse relationships. Furthermore, it was also indicated that
this ‘autonomy’ and ‘solidarity’ were possible because the activities of the Baobab
Experience do not ‘set’ the ‘refugees’ so that they can conveniently live in their
temporary evacuated areas/migration destinations or provide support in a way
that forces them to adjust to reality.



