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SUMMARY

Changes in the Image of a Japanese-Style Room and Tatami

Hiroyuki SHIMADA

In a survey conducted in a previous study on whether respondents wanted
a Japanese-style room in their future home, about 90% of them responded in the
affirmative.

However, there is a dearth in the number of Japanese-style rooms in presale
houses in Japan. To identify the cause of these demand-supply gaps in Japa-
nese-style room, we investigated changes in the expression used to describe Jap-
anese-style rooms in housing advertisements.

A text mining study of changes in the expressions used to descrive Japa-
nese-style rooms in house advertisements from the 2000s to 2019 revealed that
Japanese-style rooms were classified into five types : 1) traditional Japanese-style
space, 2) modern circular space, 3) a guest room, 4) space for parenting, and 5)
space for relaxation.Considering the changes over the years, it was clear that the
expressions descriving Japanese-style rooms had changed from projecting a style
to projecting functionality. In addition, the functional interest resulted in tatami

mats becoming increasingly important as floor coverings.

Further, in light of the history of tatami mats, the technological develop-
ment of and the growing interest in the functionality of tatami mats may respon-
sible for the increasing demand for tatami mats.



