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SUMMARY

A Reconsideration of the Shishigatani Incident

Yasushi Kawar

This paper reexamines the turmoil surrounding the arrest and execution of
Saiko and Fujiwara no Narichika by Taira no Kiyomori in Angen 3 (1177), and
demonstrates that it was a military intervention in which Kiyomori blocked the
armed attack on Enryaku-ji temple by the forces of cloistered Emperor Go-Shi-
rakawa and his close retainers. This paper argues that the accepted theory that
the turmoil came about because there was a meeting to conspire against Kiyo-
mori held at a mountain villa in Shishigatani, and that Kiyomori was informed
of this conspiracy by Tada Yukitsuna, is not based on a historical occurrence.

The idea that the conspiracy against Kiyomori was undertaken in secret was
something that circulated in aristocratic circles at the time, but was in fact only a
rumor. According to an aristocratic diary, immediately after Saikds capture, the
Tendai Zasu Myoun, high abbot of Enryaku-ji, blamed Saiko for a crime he was
not guilty of, and this was the reason that Go-Shirakawa urged a military attack
on Enryaku-ji. Also, Taira no Kiyomori was able to cause the disturbance be-
cause of the justifiability of his blocking of the attack on Enryaku-ji. This paper
demonstrates that even aristocratic society accepted this.

The historical work Hyakuren sho is one source for the Heike monogatari.
Just because the Hyakuren sho mentions the Shishigatani Incident does not
mean it should be taken as an historical incident. A letter recently introduced in
academic circles from Enryaku-ji addressed to Taira no Kiyomori pleads that the
innocent Tendai Zasu Myoun should be pardoned, and that the military attack
should be halted. This paper argues that Kiyomori caused the political distur-
bance based on this letter.



