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SUMMARY

Usage of Adjectives in Japanese newspapers: Studying “Good News”

Kana Tojo

This paper sought to analyze a newspaper corpus as a discourse corpus of
the mass media by focusing on adjectives. To this end, it analyzed the use of the
adjective akarui ‘blight’ in newspapers, especially regarding what the phrase
akarui wadai ‘good news’ refers to.

In this paper, five years of newspaper articles were searched using akarui as
a keyword, and the words were extracted with the highest frequencies of occur-
rence. Next, I calculated the frequency ratio of adjective collocations in newspa-
per articles over one year, finding “sign”, “topic’, and “personality” to be the
words with the highest frequency and co-occurrence frequency ratio. Of these,
“topic” was the most frequent usage in newspapers, suggesting that “bright top-
ic” is a collocation characteristic of newspapers.

The usage examples of akarui wadai, showed that it co-occurred with ex-
pressions such as hisabisano ‘after a long time, kurai ‘dark] kazusukunai ‘few’, and
teikyousitai ‘want to provide.

The most common uses of akarui wadai were those related to sports. Other
topics included those related to regional revitalization, awards, resumption/
start-up of business, births, entertainment/culture, and economic recovery.

Turning to the changes in the number of examples over time, there was a
trend for the use of akarui wadai to increase in years when there were serious
disasters or incidents. This suggests that when newspapers refer to akarui wadai,
it is with the intention of presenting news that gives hope amid serious news.

The judgment of what constitutes good news is supposed to be subjective,
but in newspapers, the subjectivity of the reporter is not often strongly brought
to the fore. Therefore, it appears that newspapers set some kind of a social stan-
dard, decide on a subject that is good news, and present the premise that the
world is gloomy in contrast to it. As this is used repeatedly, it may become for-
malized, and the topics that are considered bright may be written as if they
would be accepted universally as good news, rather than according to the sub-

jective views of the reporter.



