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SUMMARY

Amakusa Reconstruction Policy of Suzuki Sanko

Tomoki NAKAMURA

The subjects of this study are the three people responsible for rebuilding
Amakusa after it was turned into a ruin by Shimabara and Amakusa Ikki (&5
REi—$). Suzuki Shigenari (FiRHL), Suzuki Shigetoki ($5ARH)R), and Su-
zuki Shosan ($5KIE =), were collectively known as “Suzuki Sanko (§iARK=2%)”
Shigenari became the first local governor of Amakusa after it was annexed by the
shogunate. Shigetoki was his adopted child and eventually succeeded him. Shosan
was their relative, in charge of the reconstruction policy of temples and shrines,
and as a Soto sect monk, he oversaw Buddhist indoctrination in Amakusa.

They lived in the mid-17th century, an era during which agricultural pro-
duction increased and small-scale peasants gained independence as a result of
the development of new rice fields. Small-scale peasants became the foundation
of society in rural areas. However, the famine of Kanei (#£7k ® il ##) and the
rebellion of Shimabara and Amakusa also occurred at the same time, making it a
period of social upheaval. In addition, as the as time passed, the need to improve
agricultural productivity increased. The lords of the shogunate and domain
system at the time developed governance in response to these changes in social
structure, and were forced to treat the ruled people differently. They attempted
to confront the crisis by controlling the people to maintain status quo in society.
The religious community at that time was also forced to respond in a similar
manner. There was a need for an idealism that accepted an identity-based soci-
ety and supported farming by independent peasants.

In this study, I reexamined the traditional narrative and developed my own
interpretation by analyzing Sanko’s Amakusa reconstruction policy. This view-
point has not been previously adopted in the literature. Shigetoki’s achievement,
I discovered, was greater than is acknowledged in the conventional narrative.
Analysis from a national perspective revealed that Sanko’s series of policies
reflected era trends in the political, economic, and religious fields. It was also
found that these were not independent movements, but rather influenced each
other and were mutually linked. Good examples are Shigenari’s use of religious
authority to introduce a farming tool market, and Shigetoki’s plan to foster
Amakusa’s industry by enacting ordinances and controlling peasants. Such con-
clusions drawn in this study represent perspectives not previously seen in stud-
ies of local history.



