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Pragmatic Analysis of Greetings in Japanese:
Usages of “-ta” Forms and “-ru” Forms

Yufen XU

This paper analyses the semantic difference between “-ta” forms and “-ru” forms
of the greeting expressions in the following things: thank (Arigatogozaimasu),
apology (Moshiwakearimasen; Sumimasen), appreciation (Otsukaresamadesu),
congratulation (Omedetogozaimasu), and goodbye (Shitsureishimasu). Gram-
matically, general usages of “~ta” forms and “-ru” forms are related with the tense
of things. However, in the cases of the greeting expressions, the only grammatical
analysis is not adequate for an explanation of the actual usages of these forms.
This paper focuses on not only the tense, but also the pragmatic functions in order
to explain the actual usages of the “-ta” forms and the “-ru” forms in the greeting
expressions.



