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Abstract of Thesis
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Abstract of Thesis

Women are essential to the success of both households and communities. This dissertation investigates the
ways in which women's education affecf their ability to contribute to théir fimilies well-being, their sense of
agency, and their ability to find job in developing countries. '

The first essay ;examinés the causal impact of women’s human capital attainment on child mortality
in Vietnam. We use the nationally representative data of the Vietnam Demographic Health Survey from 1997
and 2002 to investigate the effect of maternal educatioﬁ on three child health indicators: neonatal, infant, and
under-five mortality rates. We took advantage of the tuition fee introduction at the lower secondary school level
in 1989 to create an exogenous negative shock of the educational environment‘for women. Our results first
show that women exposed to the tuition fee introduction, on average, have 0.652 fewer years of schooling than
their counterbarts. Our findings also reported that a one-year reduction in maternal education increased
neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality. rates by approximately 2.4, 3.0, and 3.4 percentage points,
respectively. The shorter years of female education possibly hasten her age at first marriage and, thﬁs, age at
first birth, which would contribute to unmatured and/or risky pregnancy and delivery. The lower education for
v.cromen further hampers her empowerment in deciding the efficient and effective time and money alldcétibhs
for better health outcomes.

The second essay used six waves of nationally representative Kenya Defnographic Health Survey
data to examine the effects of education on women’s empowerment in Kenya. The Sustainable Development
Goal 5 and the Kenyan constitutidn high_iight the importance of education in empowering women and ending
customs that undermine their rights. Our analysis reveals that women exposed to the 1985 educational reform
improved their schooling by two years. One additional year of schooling results in a postponement of women’s
age of first birth of 0.35 years, a reduction in female genital mutilation practice on their eldest daugﬁters of 1.3
percentage ‘points, a decrease in sexual domestic violence of 2.6 percentage points, and an enhancement in their
household decision making of 0.6 percentage points. Our resulté pass several robustness tests, We looked at
different ways to explain these results, including media expdéure,.partners’ characteristics, and participation in

the labor markét.




The third essay investigates the effects of the development of information and communications
technology (ICT) on female labor market outcomes throughout Vietnam using four waves 6f the nationally
representative Vietnarﬁ' Household Living Standard Surveys in 2012, 2014, 2016, and 2018. We utilize the fact
that provinces vary in the degree of ICT development over time as a source of exogenous variation. Employing
fixed effect models, the resuits reveal that an improvement of 10 percent in ICT enhances the contract job by
two percentage ﬁoints, at least for low-educated women and those from the minor ethnic group. The result that
the contracted but not casual jobs are increased for low-educated but not for highly-educated suggests that the
| ICT developmént has enhanced the local labor market and improved job-matching of formal employment for

the vulnerable women in Vietnam.
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2010 RICKE AL TWBEZ EEFIA LT, AENRBREEMA IO @I 5 2 o228 (FgaiEio
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