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The design of Shokado hermitage:

An analysis of its present interior and a study of the original state

SATOU, Etsuko
NOGUCH]I, Kiyoshi

Shokado hermitage (Shokado hereafter), which was designed and built in 1637 by Shokado
Shojo (1584-1639), one of the distinguished artists in the Edo period, has a unique function
combined with flexible flow lines both as Hojo (chief priest’s living space) and Chashitu (tea
ceremony room), and it was controlled by the creative planning and introduction of spatial
elements.

Shokado has been moved from the original location and reconstructed several times while its
components fortunately escaped destruction due to Haibutsu kishaku (anti-Buddhist movement
at the beginning of the Meiji era), and now stands in the garden of Shokado Museum. Rsearch
shows its photos in the 19" century but no reliable material has been found to prove its original
condition.

This paper aims to depict the original state of Shokado basing on its previous studies and our
own documentary search and fieldwork. The actual subjects are; Shokado’s location,
accompanying gardens, entrances, earthen-floor room, wooden-floor rooms, narrow verandah,
kamado kitchen stove and decorative ceiling which we were able to conduct on-site investigation.

At present the workable method to achieve this aim is to combine previous and new pieces of

information in a creative and skillful way.
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