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Echoes of Nostalgia: Reminiscence of Lucknow Culture
in Modern Urdu Novel

ZAFAR Hussain Harral®
Abstract :

The purpose of this study is to discuss and analyze the typical characteristic of
modern Urdu novel, namely ‘nostalgia’ by studying how ‘Lakhnavi culture’ (The
distinctive Indo Islamic culture of Awadh and its centre Lucknow), has become the
dominant theme in the following famous modern Urdu novels, “Sham-e Awad” (1948) by
Muhammad Ahsan Fariqi (1912-78), “Ca@r Diwart" (1990) by Shaukat Siddigi (1923-
2006) and “Candnt Begam” (1989) by Qurratul-‘Ain Haidar(1927-2007). Nodtalgia is
interwoven in different layers depicting ethos characteristic of these novels. Among
many modern Urdu novelists of Urdu, Muhammad Ahsan Faruqi, Shaukat Siddigr and
Qurrattul-‘Ain Haidar has earned admiration, from the literary world due to the
excellence of their novels. Their novels like “Khuda ki Basti” by Shaukat Siddiqt and “Ag
ka Darya” by Qurratul-‘Ain Haider have even been translated into English, Japanese
and other literary languages of the world. The present study focuses on one novel by
each these well reputed and prominent modern Urdu novelists.

It is natural for a novelist to portray his/her nostalgia of his/her origin, as a person
yearns for his good old days. So, for these novelists, it was proper to draw the beautiful
scenery of Lakhnavi culture in their novels but also we can see other reasons of doing
so. Also they could not feel comfortable in their new homeland. This was why these
novelists felt nostalgia for their native land and depicted the era of colonial Lucknow—
the first half of the twentieth century, in their novels. Their literary experience with
the nostalgic reinventions put forward the decaying heritage and culture of Lucknow
and it operated both creatively and regressively in these selected novels.

Here the term of nostalgia is not used as it has its conventional meaning in
psychology. In literature, nostalgia is a general interest in the past, its personalities and
events; especially the good old days of a few generations back or simply an appreciation
for the past or something associated with it, often in an idealized form. These novelists
expressed their grief and misery at the declining culture of Lucknow, the capital of
Awadh. We must see that Lucknow is not only the name of a place or region but of the
distinct identity of a civilization that flourished in Awadh from 1722 to 1856— the
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period of Nawab’s regime. This identity is the prominent feature that characterized the
Urdu literature in a nostalgic way. Lucknow or its cultural characteristics of
‘Lakhnaviyat’ (pertaining to Lucknow) is the name of this special identity in these
above mentioned Urdu novels. This identity is also the prominent feature and
characterizes the literature that emerged in Awadh region before partition. Even in
Urdu poetry, the ‘Lakhnavi School’ has made a unique contribution in that era.

Since nostalgia is the basic component of the process of reading, writing, and
imagining, our own relation both the past and the present, it works variously and
dynamically to uncover, evoke and associate with the past. We see that the sense of
nostalgia is the basic source of inspiration for these novelists. But at the same time, we
see the sources of nostalgia and the ways of expressing it are not the same in these
novels as these were different reasons and different styles in their novels for description
of their nostalgia. But it is identical that, under the influence of nostalgia, these novelists
glorified and beautified the colonial Lucknow in their selected novels.

These three novelists belonged to Awadh, grew up and got their education at
Lucknow before the partition of Subcontinent in the second quarter of twentieth
century. These novelists portrayed Lakhnavi culture in their respective styles in these
novels. The depiction of Lakhnavi culture is a form of nostalgia in their novels in their
own unique styles and diverse literary imaginations. Of course, the main causes of
nostalgia and longing for the past and Lakhnavi culture for these novelists were
different.

In this article the prime objective of research and the basic hypothesis is that these
novelists depicted the Lakhnavi culture as a figure of their nostalgia in these selected
novels. It has been proved by the content analysis method of socio cultural study of
literature the decaying culture, of the colonial era of Awadh, is the main structure and
basic theme of these novels. According to the paradigm of content analysis method, we
have analyzed these novels according to their expression, the era and the places
showed in novels, theme, characterization, metaphors, thinking and ideas of novelists.

As a result, we have made it clear that these novels describe the history, culture,
socio-economic situations of society of Lucknow of pre-independence as an element of
nostalgia. The analogy between variables has been attempted to prove by the help of
history and culture of the state of Awadh, the examples from these novels and the life
history of novelists. The study also revealed the point that the basic subject and theme
of selected novels depends upon the socio cultural history of Awadh of colonial era. So,
according to the logical system of cause and effect, it has been proved indirectly that
essence of Lakhnavi culture depicted in the selected novels are echoes of nostalgia for

these novelists. Thus the creative reinvention of ‘Lahnaviyat’ by the help of their
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memories and artistic imaginations has become the stature of literary nostalgia in the

said work of modern Urdu novelists.

Keywords : Urdu literature, Modern novel, Lucknow, Nostalgia.
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