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Education and Continuous Learning :
From the Viewpoint of the Lifelong Education

Makoto Aso
Fujiko Kawakami

The previous empirical studies found that one’s demands for continuous learning
after school increase in proportion to his educational achievement. The Lifelong
Education must be enjoyed by persons who want to learn voluntarily, not compul-
sorily. Therefore the development of the Lifelong Education may raise a problem
that it will expand the inequality of educational resources distributed. Those studies
mentioned above seem to use the term of learning as instrumetal activity to get better
job or income. But it is necessary to expand the concept of learning by adding to it the
exprresive activities, in moden society with much leisure. With this expanded concept
of learning, we analized the two sets of data regarding the education for working youth:
the one on the demands for continuous learning and the outlook upon life of working
youth themselves, and the other on the attitude toward the education for working you-
th, got from the leaders in various field who may play the significant role in policy
making of the education for working youth. Analysis of the first data shows that the
demands for learning of working youth differentiate among their educational achieve-
ment. The disparity of their demands for the expressive activities is not so much as
those for the instrumental activities. Analysis of the second data shows that the lea-
ders are likely to support the instrumental activities more than expressive ones. It
can be said an important gab between the demands of working youth and the attitu-
des of the leaders. Based on these results of analysis, we propose three aspects in order
to debate and make a plan about the development and preparation of the Lifelong
Education toward zhe Learning Society.



