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Titanium alloys have low density and excellent corrosion resistance, making them promising candidates
for biomedical and aerospace applications. Applications are limited by poor machineability and alloy design.
Pure titanium has poor strength. Ti-6Al-4V (Ti64) has high strength but low biocompatibility. In situ alloying
by additive manufacturing attempts to resolve these limitations by creating bespoke high strength,
biocompatible titanium alloys in a wide range of geometries from readily accessible feedstock material.

Interstitial nitrogen and oxygen are effective at strengthening titanium when composition is carefully
controlled. Carbon is another cheap, accessible, and biocompatible interstitial but has low solubility. However,
laser powder bed fusion (L-PBF) can induce a stable super saturated carbon solid solution when TiC powder is
added. This thesis explores the effect of interstitial carbon on the microstructure, deformation mechanisms, and
mechanical performance of various L-PBF titanium alloys.

Adding up to 0.5% TiC to commercially pure titanium leads to simultaneous increases in strength and
ductility. With a heat treatment 1 h at 500°C, adding 0.5% TiC led to a 73% increase in yield strength as well
as an increase in ductility from 26.3% to 29.0%. Further increases to carbon content continued to improve
strength at the cost of ductility. Adding TiC leads to grain refinement by promoting martensitic transformation.
A combined Hall-Petch and oxygen equivalence model showed solid solution strengthening and grain refinement
both improve mechanical performance. This was further confirmed by heat treating samples for 3 h at 700°C to
homogenize grain size. These samples also showed simultaneous increases to yield strength and ductility up to
0.5% TiC.

The addition of carbon into Ti64 also improved mechanical performance. Post-processing optimization
showed that the carbon solid solution is stable at high temperatures of up to 1100°C. Heat treatment for 1 h at
500°C led to a monotonic increase in strength at a reasonable ductility trade-off. By heat treating for 3 h at
700°C, the simultaneous increases to yield strength and ductility up to 0.5% TiC were once again observed.
Carbon addition led to finer martensitic laths as-printed but promoted grain growth and fusion during heat
treatment. The combined strengthening model showed the increase in yield stress was a function of grain
refinement and solid solution strengthening. Schmid factor analysis showed that the increase in ductility is due
to carbon’s preferential pinning of prismatic dislocation slip, which inhibits necking.

Ti-10Mo is a more exotic titanium alloy with high B-phase stability. As commercial Ti-10Mo powder is
unavailable, the alloy was produced in-situ by L-PBF. During process parameter optimization, it was discovered
that Ti-10Mo exhibits an oriented-to-misoriented transition (OMT) within the printable process parameter
range. A procedure for rapidly identifying and quantifying the OMT was developed, and predicted as-printed
texture was successfully mapped over a large design space. For mechanical testing, the samples were heat
treated for 3 h at 500°C to create a duplex a-B structure. At a constant volumetric energy density, yield stress
was more isotropic in the misoriented case due to the B-phase texture. However, strain hardening was more
isotropic in the oriented case because the misoriented case evolved an a-phase texture during heat treatment
and grain rotation during deformation was suppressed.

Ti-10Mo is mechanically insensitive to carbon addition. As-printed, the sample with 0.5% TiC added
was notable for having the only measurable plasticity, although it was less than 1% strain. After heat treatment
for 3 h at 700°C, strength and ductility were nearly unchanged by TiC addition of up to 1%. This is attributed

to carbon segregating into the a-phase but deformation occurring primarily in the B-phase.
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