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Navigating the Post- Cold War World: The Japanese People’s Responses to the US-Japan

AN
i R Alliance, 1990-1997 (3 H#t% O FUZ IS 5 A KRR & A ARR)
MXNEDEE

After the end of the Cold War, the US-Japan alliance, which had lost its common enemy the Soviet Union,
faced challenges regarding its continuity as an alliance and uncertainties posed by the new global situation.
Previous studies on the political, economic, security, and diplomatic aspects of US-Japan relations in the
1990s, following the Cold War, have extensively analyzed the topic from a national perspective. Similarly,
there has been a significant body of political science research on alliance theory. However, research on the
history of US-Japan alliance relations in the 1990s from the perspective of the Japanese public is still in its
early stages. Given the significant influence of public opinion on a nation's foreign policy formulation and
international exchanges, it is particularly important to analyze the relationship between countries from the
perspective of the public. This thesis adopts a historical research methodology, collecting and examining
diplomatic documents between the US and Japan in the 1990s, commemorative records of Japanese public
organizations, mainstream Japanese media newspapers, local newspapers, memoirs of relevant individuals,
and oral history records from personal interviews. The aim is to analyze the role played by the Japanese
public in the drifting and redefinition of the US-Japan alliance relationship after the Cold War and to
reexamine US-Japan alliance relations in the 1990s through their perspective.

During the Gulf War period, the United States requested not only financial assistance from Japan but also
manpower support. Under pressure, the Kaifu Cabinet sought to implement the UNPCC bill, but it was
ultimately abandoned due to widespread protests by the Japanese public. Japanese citizens formed groups to
resist the Japanese government's actions and, as organized entities, engaged in correspondence and exchanges
with the US government and its citizens to express their commitment to pacifism. I argue that the Japanese
public played a role in overseeing the Japanese government to prevent it from deviating from its post-war
pacifist stance. At the same time, they hoped to gain understanding from the U.S. side, even if they held
different ideological views regarding the Gulf War.

Following the failure of the UNPCC bill, the Miyazawa Cabinet continued to pursue the PKO bill, despite
initial resistance from the Japanese public. However, it eventually passed. I argue that, while international
public opinion led by the US was one driving force behind this process, it was also the result of the aspirations
of the Japanese public, ruling party, and opposition party for a "normal country" status, as well as the
contradictions and compromises arising from the preservation of pacifism and constitutionalism. These factors
ultimately facilitated the enactment of the PKO bill.

By the year 1993, the 55-year system, which had endured for 38 years, collapsed. I argue that the Japanese
people's disillusionment with the long-standing one-party rule of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) was one
of the significant driving forces behind this collapse. Additionally, the deterioration of US-Japan relations led
to a loss of confidence from the US side in the LDP's governance. US leaders were not concerned about or even
hoped for a change from the LDP's rule, and this contributed to the breakdown of the 55-year system.
Furthermore, internal conflicts and divisions within the LDP also played a role in the collapse of the 55-year
system. However, the succeeding Hosokawa cabinet failed to adequately respond to the public's expectations,
and its mishandling of US-Japan relations led to a continued drift in the bilateral relationship.

The 1995 Okinawa incident of the sexual assault by US military personnel further exacerbated the "drift"
in the US-Japan alliance. The anti-US military activities led by Okinawan women's groups spread to

mainland Japan. This chapter argues that Okinawan women's groups made an indelible and significant




contribution to the protest movement, and this large-scale resistance had far-reaching implications, bringing
global attention to the suffering of the Okinawan people. However, the "temperature difference" between
Okinawa and mainland Japan proved difficult to change, and the asymmetrical nature of the US-Japan
alliance remained unchanged. Okinawa, positioned as a "pawn" caught between the US and Japan in the
alliance, found it challenging to effectively assert their rights through resistance, despite their voices being
heard worldwide. In contrast, the US-Japan alliance was strengthened through a process of redefinition.
Taking a comprehensive view of the US-Japan alliance from the perspective of the Japanese public between
1990 and 1997, this dissertation argues that a transformation occurred in their attitude towards the alliance,
shifting from resistance and compromise to a default stance, inadvertently assuming the role of unconscious
promoters of the strengthening of the US-Japan alliance. The Japanese public's evolving mindset was
influenced by various factors, including their unease regarding the post-Cold War global landscape, their
incomplete resistance against war, the contradiction between their expectations of Japan's "normalization" as
a nation and their commitment to constitutionalism and pacifism, their aspirations for a change in the
political regime following the collapse of the 55-year system, and their powerlessness in the face of the
growing conservative forces in reality. Additionally, the "temperature difference" between the Japanese public
and the people of Okinawa, who were unable to fully empathize with their struggles, inadvertently
contributed to the drift of the US-Japan alliance after the Cold War, gradually leading to its redefinition and

strengthening.
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ZOMEEHE KRR, A0DERPFEEKENOHERIN TV D, ﬂ%li (“Stop the War and Protect the Peace
Constitution!”: Japan’s Anti-War Movement during the Gulf Crisis, 1990-1991) %, 19904 DR PENFZIZHBIT 5 .
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Lz Efamftid e, L, TROOMRIE, BREEFICETIRR LA T4 —IcbBlb o3, Mg o
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2% (Japan as a “normal country” to join the PKO) 1%, B i%E —NEIIZIS 1T HPKOIEL O K ANLBFEIZ DWW T L
TWo, BUAZRE L TREBEERERIT. BHERRYYNL, BROGWIIFEE, UL, 233K LIZPKO
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AT D7 EIERNEAEIE L, WM e AIRRES . %A AD E@OE (Normal Country) k) % FE
FTo7D, EVITZW L7RER, PROIEROZICE 72 2 & 25w U7,

#3% (The Collapse of the 55-Year System and Its Reverberations) 1%, W2 [554EKHI ] O FREEIZET 5 NAE
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%547 (Fighting for a Young Life: Okinawan Women’s Groups’ Response to the 1995 Tragedy) 1%, 19954 D2
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