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An Analysis Developed in the Process of Designing Kata-sho Nabi

: Katayama Elementary School Guidebook for Parents

KANEKO Ichiro ONODA Masatoshi

The Laboratory of Educational System and Organization in the Graduate School of Human Sciences,
Osaka University, to which the authors belong, has produced annual brochures titled Kata-sho Nabi since the school
year 2000. The brochure is a guidebook for parents at Katayama Elementary School in Suita City, Osaka, and it
consists of four parts: (1) What is Katayama Elementary School like?: its current state and school objectives for the
future; (2)What can parents do for the school and what should they know?; (3) Some information and data about
education in the school; and (4) Phone directory, address book, folder, etc. The first edition was issued in April 2001,
and the second one in February 2002. Both were distributed directly to all the children in the school (about 1100).
We are currently editing the third edition, which is to be issued in February 2003.

Kaneko writes most of this article based on his field notes and interview records accumulated in the
process of producing the first edition in the summer of 2001. Through the research in this school, the authors have
observed somewhat a defensive attitude to parents on the part of the school. This paper describes how the school is
concerned about what it regards as “unreasonable” demands from parents.



