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Abstract: Given a large collection of co-evolving epidemics, how can we forecast their future characteristics?
In this paper, we propose a streaming algorithm, EPICAST, which is able to model, understand and forecast
future epidemic outbreaks as well as pandemics. Our method has the following features for the effective
and efficient modeling of the dynamics of spreading viruses. (a) Non-linear: we incorporate a non-linear
equation that is suitable for complex epidemic modeling. (b) Dynamic: it maintains multiple such non-linear
models to share important patterns among locations, and chooses the non-linear model for the forecast while
monitoring a co-evolving epidemic data stream. (c) Scalable: it can quickly forecast future phenomena at
any time in a practically constant time. In extensive experiments using real COVID-19 datasets over major
countries, we demonstrate that our proposed method outperforms existing methods for time series in terms
of forecasting accuracy, and significantly reduces the required computational time.

Keywords: epidemics, time series, non-linear dynamical systems, real-time forecasting
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Fig. 1 The seven-days-ahead forecasting results of EPICAST and its competitors over
the number of COVID-19 cases in the United States.
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TWh., REIC, #FERIE, 3SEEOTFETHE LM%
IRLTW5S, HFHofild, EZFFEO EpiCast, 1~
D L iR oRIE, HETEO SIR & ARIMA Th 5.
B 1(a) 255005 & 912, REFEIEROILHER %
EBRBIEITHEILTWADIZH L, EONEBFEDLZ
DFALFIT AR ET EL2z6NTWERW, HEET IV
D ARIMA 1, BEHOFFOEM LY — 2 RKPT 5 2
ENWEER 2D, TYRNTLA RN T3y 72 OFIC
AR TR, —h, MoETFHETH 5 SIR 1F, %
JHOWERY 2 E LZIERIEET IV TH LD DD, /S
¥ — Y OEINELICIZTIB T E R o 7272012, ET AN
T A=Y DFEEIATG LY, ARIMA L AEEORER L
o7z,

B 1(b) &, THHEROFMIRECH S, 7T HEDE T —
7 & FHME L O TR (RMSE: root mean square
error) Z/RLTCWA, RETFHE EpICasT &, BFETET
%A GRU, ARIMA B XU SIR # bikd 5 &, RETiE
&, BRI L CPlRRE R RIRICSGE Lz, Th
X Ep1CAST 2%, 4 BECTaEHT L, A M) —3 Y 7FEEL
LB NEERT L) 2 TLELWHETH S, (P1)
BMERIERT v VIV A M) — LA OEREET VY v 7L
(P2) HE ORI B 2 ETNVHEGOMHMA T FFO/
HTH5.
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KR OEF VAL L FRllE, BEEAL MYy 2 TH D [19].
BEAETFHE LCid, ACHEE TV (AR: autoregres-
sive model) BX A V<7 1) % (KF: Kalman fil-
ters) 7 E05H Y 7], TS OFHEIMEAICHIESNTE
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NOBAEFEICLZEREFTVOFERIIBNT, DX
=) T4l TiEm I Tui v,

FLor s, WTFNOBAETED, BHT VLA b
1) — 5 DI IEEE VD E T IVAL, RO HIE B O $1ik
HREOIAE B X R BEREE BT INTIL L Twh e,
KL Tl IN S OBEFZH/-3Z LT, COVID-19 D X

I AL AV A OB E FT A 72DDA MY — 3
YITTNTY) ALRRET D
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Fig. 2 [Illustration of EPICAST: Given an epidemic streams X,

it incrementally maintains the current window [t,, : tc]
in each i-th location (i.e., Xc = {Xg)}f:

co-evolving epidemic patterns with shared non-linear

1), captures

models among r locations/countries, and then forecasts

the ls-steps-ahead future window [ts : te].
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RETTFTWVIZOWTEEMICHT 5.

AR t. T CIE S 7z, r ZFTOHEIZB T 5,
A RICDIERT — 7 ORI SN D X € Ntexrxd % JE5
FUVIVARNY) =L ET A, KFHLTIE, 1 HOBRIEE,
EfEE B L OFRCH RN T 572012 R % d =3
LL7e Lo, X OBH {wu oo, o &, F%l

IZBWTC i HHOMI TR S 7z 5 %ﬁmﬁﬁ%%T
ﬂ%d~£WTﬁt&XMHEN”d#ﬁ@éﬂ,X@ﬁ
BIEEINT A, A M) — 3 v FFETIE, S E
Thb720, FHERMEMHA A TINS5 L9 ICH]
HEN, LLogE, CNETHILZT— % O—ED R
POHRREFMTL2LEL DL, LoT, B 20 LEIHITR
FT LI, WHO X OREACTFMT 5 720D EERH
BEREHRTLH. L EBABMIE, EHT YNV A R =24
DEFOMRNE2ELH LY M4V Rk Xo LEET
b, [FARRIS, Ve ld, T AR L 72w ENICIE T 5

12



IBIRNIBSLHUEE F—2~—2 Vol.14 No.2 10-19 (Apr. 2021)
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Fig. 3 EpriCast-base diagrams.
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dI

<7 = BSWOI() —I(t) = o1(p),

%§::71@L %gczafuy (1)

3 X, EpiCasT-base DIRFEEBROMT 2R, 22
T, BTN, HHEEEEAERT 572012, EEK, 1
BEHB LORTEBRICOWT, WHME I, Ry, Do %
FNENLEET L, T2, BALOBEIZHE- T, #)
M oOBRZWER S &, EBROBIEMALI N 2 T,
So=N—(Tg+Ry+ D) LRIHET LI LETRDLZ LN
T&5.

Feohbe, HEELIZWVIST A=Y ELSLRIILTO X
I B,

EF )1 (EpiCast-base) EriCAST-base D/¥T X —
Y4845 % 0 = {N, Iy, Ry, Do, 3,7,0} &5 5. FERIIL
TOL)IEHRSING.

o N IEIHOEIEMAL (0<N)

o o BZMRFEHEOWIIAL (0< 1)
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o Dy ETHEOWIAANL (0< Dy)
B EROBGEFE (0<3<1)
v EHROMIERE (0<y<1)

o §IIEIHOILLE (0<5<1)

ZIT, BTN DPERT STV € Nlexrxd 7 ¢ Nlexd
BIUveN T A, 2L 2L, i HEHOHIBD Y 1
YR VO cviE, EFVL EBCT, &OHME L, R
BIO Dy O fEEHEE LT A ETERINS.
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REFEICBWCLVEEZHEL, B2 2841280
THRETLWREEO D L Ik OFEUT 2514 F3I 7 2%
BETLHIETHDL., THFEHITDT, BP0 MR
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SNBEDTHE. B—OWMIBTEFTVERET L7200
T R EBEE LR S N WA IS, oM cEs N
ETNEFUICHATRETH L L) DD, KFEEDIE
ONZRLEELMEETH 5.

Z 2 TARMZE T, MBS S I AR LD X O 2k
ICEWDSHLIEEREEL, 0 D/NT A= %, HiEBuT
A=% 0 BEWEIR/ST A =% g D2OD 7NV —TIC
SUAH. 22T, 0=0L,U0g THDH. JEK/$T A—% 0
X, COMBMTHLIATERETH LD L, HBNT X —
70\, ML ICRBE{fbSNTna, e xiE, £%
L HIFE TR DR R Lo TnwTd, ZNEifrd
LA IV TPWIBIZL > TELRLYGE, Y4737 A8
ZALT HHEMIE R 275, DY A F I 7 A% REET 5
WHEMEDSE V. Lz > C, B2 TRT LI, BEED
EPICAST-base D /3T * — FEEHFFFL, T L L
T, HHIBLTHES N AT, MoHISOF I 5K S &
LI ENUREE B B, I, EPICAST-full ®/¥F X —
YELEEUTOLHICEHRT S.

EFIV 2 (EPiCast-full) g FFHADEERTE 7 2> HFERL
SN b EPICAST-full D87 X =Y 5% © = {0y,...,0,}
EF A THIEERT VNV A MY — AHNOTRTOIER
A F Iz A%FBLTEY, TFLOIE, 2200/57
A=F TN —=ThLHRINTWDS,

o MI/NT X—% 10, ={N, Iy, Ry, Do}

o EHINT XA =% 10 ={8,7,0}

4. T7ILIY XL

INFET, BIRT VAN = LIIBT A IERIEONE
BofE % €T MET 5 iRk, RETIE, BHE0%E
WWET VAR L LD IEHTLIA M) —I V7T
T X4 EPICAST # - ET A, A7 NVTY X 40%, PIT
RS 2 DDOEE LR T
(P1) MMERIERT vV IVAN) —LOIERIEET) v 7
(P2) HHEOHMILRIIZ BT 2T 7V IA DAL A
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5, IEMIBICIEL ) BY T — 5 1B 5, e A
FIVARELELZDBLENHD. (P1) 123 LT, FEHE
WA HEXEFH LA N) =3I 770 T) X4 (Epl-
ESTIMATOR) ZRFT 5. 72, (P2) TR LT, s
DML 7254+ I 7 2L, HOHIBTHES 5
WWET N %, oMo FRICHIHTEZ 2 7)VTY) X4

(EPIREADER) #IRET 4. 4%, DWTO3207 )LV

) AL CHE & A EPICAST DIEEZ /R L T\ 5,

e EPIESTIMATOR ;i HFHOMIHKIZB VT, @ NDOKE
TNO IR RDTAF I ADBM SN E, B
2ETNOERWREL, ZOETANS, HET 1~
Ko v = VO,  t) 2EHKT % (Algorithm 1).

e EPIREADER : i HHOWBO AL Y by a v ko x5
BIUETUNRI A=V ELEO VG2 ONLE, &
BOEFN O 2HEL, HEy 1 ¥ b v #AEK
3% (Algorithm 2).

o EPICAST : &HuIE i ICBIT ARG ETIN 0 0 5HEE
Ta v Ry Ve = (VI VY T 5. 20
B, s AT THROTFMT 4 Y NI Vp=V[t, i t] &
WHT5h., S5, FEFMATA—FELSO ZHEHT
% (Algorithm 3).

4.1 EFIVIHEF—EPIESTIMATOR

O HM LDz, FFIE, EHA M) — L4 EOIER
XTIV ERRNIHET 5 HLEE2FHT 5. BARWMIC
i, BIRT VAR — A X NOE— ORI S %
MT, ALY NI A YR T Xe DETIVIRNT A—5 0 %
2 T & % EPIESTIMATOR %1847 4. Algorithm 1 13,
EPIESTIMATOR DML DN Z /R L TWAE. X € Nlexd
FE—omEmorL Y by vy eL, X8 c ac
Gi=1,....,r) ZiHHOHMBOAIL Y b4 Py e
% . EPIESTIMATOR I3, Xg) Nz ot &, ROXE
RBMET B LT, R0 2R T 5.

0= arg;nin ||Xg) — Vc(i)”, Vc(i) = f(6), (2)
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Algorithm 1 EPTESTIMATOR(X )

1: Input: Current epidemic stream X¢ = {wt}i;tm
2: Output: Estimated values Vg = {vt}i;tm and
Model parameter set @ = {N, Iy, Ro, Do, 3,7,0}

: ®¢ < 0; // Candidate parameter set

: for ¢, =ty : L. do

X& = Xclth,  te];

0 — arg min |[ X4~ Ve'llc // Ve! = £0')

Oc — (gc ue;

: end for

: /* Choose the best model */

10: @ «— arg min || Xc — V&'||; // Ve' = f(0)
0'cOCc

11: Compute Vg using 8; // Vg = f(6)

12: return {Vg,6};

TIT, ||| P TRk RL, VO = 0) 30 %
ABELTR ) ChEE sz XY AU EDY 1
YU ERERT. Rk 0 2B L72010E, FERIERINT
FeEZ R LEDTDH D, 0 DTXTONT A—51F, JE
W% AT 4481258 L 72 Levenberg-Marquardt (LM)
TNTY XL (15 1Sk o Tl $ 5. 72, Tl 1>

K DBRICOMEIL, 4ROV 7 - 7y 73[9 1ICHD &
R .

KIZ, BRA N —HI2BWT, §HIEOT7TY T LA
TIET LR D, DD, ALY NI A4 YRy
DYWL {Io, Ro, Do} € 0 ZHEET HFHC, #Y) 2 &GD
MR %8 IRT 2 Z L IFEETH L. 28R 6I1E, 20
BRIGEEZ] ¢t OBIRDS, TEF VOB ICHEE 525720
Thb.

Z ORI T, W BB 1, € [tm @ L] &
BRT Dt % b+ Lt +2,... EZALSERDS
X[t it EFHOTH LVNT A= @ RHEEL, t.—t! +1
WOBRET L 0 #qHT 5. XD & v o Fmsc
L7:t5oC, XSO Il E7 N 4 8RT 5. ORI
BWC, HEROBHERDEZD) B, ¢, ={t]| X, =0}
ERBHIPITIE, BRIt I2BWT, T N T LA 7 HFE
LAV EMPHIESN TV DL DT, BIEEL ¢ #HET
LEPFHPHHERT A2 EATE L, LD, X hahE
M0 ZHETHI LD WREE 4 B

4.2 EFIER—EPIREADER

ALY NIRRT X DT AF 37 ADS, Kl & WEr
Lo TENTBERT v VVA M) —LATlE, H—0Hl
WIZBIT BEROIEIENICE T HHEHRSELIARLT
W 720, EEOMEN 55N HEHRDOIFRILET IV &
AT 20ERH L. T TRIFFETIE, BFEET VOIS
TA=FHEEODNOLAL Y MT A4 VY Xo il
TV @ %ENT 5 EPIREADER #2%$ 4. Algorithm 2
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Algorithm 2 EPIREADER(X ¢, ©)

Algorithm 3 EPICAST(X¢, ©)

1: Input: Current epidemic stream X¢ = {xt}igtm and
Current full parameter set @ = {61,...,0,4}

2: Output: Estimated values Vi = {vi};=, and
Model parameter set @ = {N, Io, Ro, Do, 3,7,0}

3: ®¢ < 0; // Candidate parameter set

4: for 6 in ® do

5. fort,, =tm :t. do

6 XL = Xc[th  to]; 0 C 0;

7 /* Estimate only location parameters */

8 Or — arg min ||X¢ — Vo'l /) Vo' = f(07,0m)

L

9: /* Estimate full parameters */

1000 arg min|| X6~ Ve'|; // Vo' = (0"101,01)
11: Oc — (gc ue’;

12:  end for

13: end for

14: /* Choose the best model */

15: 0 « arg min || Xc — Vel|; // Ve = f(0')
0'cO®c

16: Compute Vg using 8; // Vg = f(0)

17: return {Vg,0};

1%, EPIREADER DiffllZ /R L TW5b.

TP, ALY TAURTY Xe C X BLOEFET L
DINTA—FHEEO VG2 oNEEE%22 5. LA
Rz, i FHOMBO 7200 X5 c Xo 21> b4
YEwEts, xBizowt, 7aan 2aig, X9 s
0o THEEEND VY OIS o Tl A ET L
0 %IRRT B, LaL, TOATY FI2BVT, i HHOH
WAOAOHEENTETFTLTIE R L, YOI THE SN
B NOBB LR EZFFOET IV 0 AT AW EEMENH
B, FDXD A, otigoE TV EEHT A I213%)
RO LIERESLETH 5.

FITAMETIE, TTEMBICET L8 A —%
O = {B3,7,0} ZEwE L72IREET, Ml 5/%F x —
% 0 = {N,Io, Ry, Do} DHEHEET HZ & T, 0 KM
HEEN RO \BES LW E )17 5. BIRMIZIE,
RO HMBE K ML T 5.

01 = arg min||Xg) —Véf)H, Vc(j) = f(61,0E), (3)
oL

ZIT, 05 COTHY, F70, VY = f(0),,08) 13, EH
Eh7 0, BLUEEShE 0p AT, & (1) 10k-
TRHHE SN 5. Eomwdibiz, 0 NOLE/XT X — ¥ % [FlF
WCHEHTT 5720128 (2) 2/AMET 5. ThiZkoT, W)
HE2OHEET AL B LT, FERIE/ST X =5 %)
BIICIR T 22 E5TE L. B, EPIESTIMATOR & [A]
KD T, HEHOMARLIC OV TR Z KIET 5.
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1: Input: Current epidemic streams X¢ = {Xt}i;tm and
Model parameter set @ = {01,...,04}

2: Output: [s-steps-ahead values Vr and
Updated model parameter set ® = {61,...,04}

3: fori=1:7do

4:  /* (1) Extract current window at i-the location */

5 Xéi) = {mti}iétm;

6:  /* (2) Parameter fitting for local epidemics */

7 {VE(i), 0} HEPIREADER(XS), Q);

8:  /* (3) Estimate new regimes (if required) */

9 Vc(f> = VD[, : t.]; // Estimated values from t,, to

te
10 if | X8 =V || > € then
11: {Vg), 0’} <—EPIESTIMAT0R(X<C“, Q);
12: @ —0uUl; ¢d=g+1;
13:  end if
14: end for

15: /* (4) ls-steps-ahead future value generation */
16: Ve = V[tm : te]; VP = Vlts : te;
17: return {Vp, ©'};

4.3 X FY—LT7ITY) X L—EPICAST

TAx ORAEMIE, FE4 2 HIECRAE LZERE TV
O={0,....0,} L HZ, TXTOHBOTHEY 1~ F
v Ve ={V\, VD) RiEET A ETHE. 22T,
WIS IR T 2R DIERIE A F I 7 AR B L7z, BEWR
TYVNVAN) = ADEEE T EBTHA M) -3
7 Tk EPICAST Z18%$ 5. Algorithm 3 13, EpICAST
DODFRNEEFLOZHDTHE. ALY VT4V R Xp &
O MH.z2 517k &, EPIESTIMATOR B L UF EPIREADER
RHAGDEL LT, KEOIFRET VR E L, Tl
AR Ve #EERTA. ZZTIE, 2007 VT) XL
THRAGDED ) A THERRMEH /8T A — 5 OHEE T
BIUOOEFL—VIZOWTHAT L. i FHOHIHIC
OWT, T T XL X(Ci) C Xo =3 L, EPIREADER
EHWTRIEGRET NV O ZRRT L LT, Bl b, 225 te
oV 2B ILNTES. L O IKERETL
PHEAELWE X, 7L T A 41%, EPIESTIMATOR % H
WCHI72BETN O 2 WET HLENH L. TIVT) XL
i, Xg) & Vc(i) DFRFED, el ED L &, EPIESTIMATOR
REAT L. FohETVE, @ILBNEh, ¢ =g+1
Ehd. ZOTFNEE S L TREYELITH) 2 & T,
AN Ve /BB ENTE 5.

MWENEIE 1 KBEAIC BT 5 EPICAST O FEFE R IZ
O(g) &% 5.

SEAA 1 EPICAST D7 NV T AL IZB VT, EPIREADER

3 KT, e=1/2|X8P) ¥ 5.
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RMSE: (EpiCast, SIR, ARIMA)
= (6.70e+02, 2.37e+03, 8.86e+03)
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RMSE: (EpiCast, SIR, ARIMA)
=(2.27e+03, 9.99e+03, 5.70e+03)

RMSE: (EpiCast, SIR, ARIMA)
= (1.48e+03, 8.26e+03, 1.53e+04)

RMSE: (EpiCast, SIR, ARIMA)
= (9.84e+02, 1.66e+03, 1.91e+04)

RMSE: (EpiCast, SIR, ARIMA)

= (1.86e+02, 3.78e+04, 3.22e+04)
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Fig. 5 The seven-days-ahead forecasting results of EPICAST and its competitors over

the number of COVID-19 cases in major countries.

B & OV EPIESTIMATOR 1, © = {64,...,0,} D/3T X —
¥ OHEFEIZ O(g-l.-r-d) DEMERMZZEL, &ATI 1
BWOEIND, l,rdllE->THZENEHL Y MY 1 v
Ry DH A4 RFEHTEDLIFTERNSVERBETH LD T
EPICAST ORIMEREHIE, FEHISTH 720 D O(g) FTh %
Sl 5

LTI EPICAST DA RN R MGEES 4 729, COVID-
19 DEF—5 6] e HW7-EHE T o7z, KTF—F X b
i, 200 HIZH D72 HRT— 5 D 3 RILDXZ bb (J&
B, EERB LORER) TR SN, KET
&, UTOEEIZOWTHIET 5.

Q1 ERA M) — 2 OFM T 2REFILEOF M

*4 https://github.com/CSSEGISandData/COVID-19

5.
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Q2 IR DL EOBAE O F NI xT$ B RE T OKEE O WG
Q3 FEIHA N ) — LD F RN % FHERE [ O HGEE

2851, 16GB ® A €Y, Intel Core i7 2.8 GHz quad
core ® CPU % ##i L7~y v ETHEML 7.

51 Ql. BREFEOEMM

AHITE, BT >V VA B = L2 5 EPICAST
DT URES) Z WRET 5.

1, @ 51, %£BO COVID-19 7— % A b ) — 4124t
THAREFED L VMAFEOFUHERTHS. 22T,
SEOADB & OBRAT — Y GEAM, SIS X O
D) WEENENRL L. RGO ) VFLTF—
%, HhOERIE EPICasT OFIEERE, 41 ¥ Ik
BOEHIIILBETETH S ARIMA B LU SIR O F
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Fig. 6 Forecasting error (RMSE) between original and forecast

values of EPICAST and its competitors.
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