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Special feature: Where Citizen Science is Now. Supporting the understanding of regional historical
business records through citizen science and machine learning. Natsuko YOSHIGA (Graduate School of
Humanities, Osaka University, 1-8 Machikaneyama-cho, Toyonaka-shi, Osaka, Japan)

Abstract: In the humanities, the “Ogi-han Nikki Project” exemplifies citizen science. Using text data
transcribed from regional historical business records, it conducted named entity recognition, offering
various individuals an opportunity to utilize this data and its content. Participants, recruited through
historical document reading classes by a local government, played a significant role in collecting unique
regional names and places. We discuss challenges faced during this project, such as sustaining
participants’ motivation and ensuring data quality. Furthermore, based on insights garnered from this
initiative, we introduce an ongoing project dedicated to gathering training data for Al-driven automatic

transcription.

Keywords: Named entities / citizen participation / historical business records / transcription / regional

historical documents / Al

— 506 —

HRORIEL BN 73% 115 (2023)


https://crch.dl.saga-u.ac.jp/nikki/
https://taku910.github.io/mecab/
https://taku910.github.io/mecab/
https://clrd.ninjal.ac.jp/unidic/
https://winter.ai.is.saga-u.ac.jp/udc2019/
https://winter.ai.is.saga-u.ac.jp/cs/ne-words
https://opendatahandbook.org/guide/ja/what-is-open-data/
https://opendatahandbook.org/guide/ja/what-is-open-data/
https://creativecommons.jp/
https://www.lib.saga-u.ac.jp/assets/pdf/about/public/kichosho/kichosho44.pdf
https://www.lib.saga-u.ac.jp/assets/pdf/about/public/kichosho/kichosho44.pdf
https://kotobank.jp/word/%E7%A8%AE%E7%97%98-77962
https://kotobank.jp/word/%E7%A8%AE%E7%97%98-77962
https://crch.dl.saga-u.ac.jp/med/index.php
https://kuzushiji.work/
http://codh.rois.ac.jp/char-shape/
http://codh.rois.ac.jp/char-shape/
https://honkoku.org/
https://github.com/ndl-lab/ndl-minhon-ocrdataset
https://iiif.io/
https://www.w3.org/TR/annotation-model/
https://www.w3.org/TR/annotation-model/

