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An Analysis of the Questions Asked by Visitors
at the Kanbanotaki Monkey Park

Kazunori YAamMaDpA, Masayuki NAKAMICHI

The purpose of the present survey was to investigate visitors’ interest in a free-ranging,
provisioned group of Japanese macaques (Macaca fuscata). We recorded questions that visitors
at the Kanbanotaki Monkey Park (Maniwa, Okayama Prefecture) asked a researcher while
observing monkeys. The questions were obtained from 91 visitors. The results are summarized as
follows: (I) About 65% of the questions concerned the group -for instance, its population-, while
35% of them concerned individual monkeys, -for instance, an infant’s age. (II) Male visitors
tended to ask questions that would confirm their previous knowledge about Japanese macaques,
especially about the “Boss macaque.” On the other hand, female visitors tended to ask questions
about the monkeys that they were observing. The analysis of these questions suggests that the
visitors at the monkey park not only want to see free-ranging monkeys but also wish to acquire
more information about them from researchers and park employees. Moreover, observing wild

animals appears to be a good source of entertainment.



