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Constructing a History of Social Design

TAKAYASU, Keisuke

While numerous methodologies and case studies on social design exist, there has been limited
discourse on its historical aspects. This paper aims to explore the process of constructing the

history of social design and sheds light on the following key points:

(1) Social design is a design approach that places a higher priority on addressing social issues than
solely pursuing profit. However, it doesn’t necessarily prescribe what should be designed to achieve

this purpose.

(2) When documenting a history of social design, it is indeed crucial to conduct a comprehensive
analysis of specific cases. By clearly defining the parameters, it becomes easier to draw meaningful

comparisons among different cases.

(3) Social design originates from the vision of collective collaboration to craft something beautiful.
In recent times, it has shifted its focus towards fostering connections between people, moving

beyond mere utilitarian tools.

(4) The three-stage model of social design incorporates reflection on the evolution of design
history itself. It encompasses not only a review of the history focused on commercial design but

also an examination of the history centered on modern design.

(5) Social design, similar to social work, has its roots in addressing social problems that emerged
during the industrialization era. Today, social design reconnects with social work by actively

engaging with and making interventions in communities.
(6) Examining the evolution of exhibitions dedicated to social design provides valuable insights

into the shifting understanding of social design over time. In recent times, there has been a rise in

activities aimed at raising awareness, alongside the creation of practical tools.
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