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A PROBLEM OF TRAFFIC PSYCHOLOGY
—— ON THE HOT RODDERS —

YASUHISA NAGAYAMA

Traffic psychology started its study from the problems of safety investgation,
accident prevention of traffic industry within the framework of industrial psychology.

Still today, its main problem is on the safety problem of the road traffic.

However, with the development of road traffic, not only the problem of safety,
traffic psychology has been asked to offer extensive knowledge about human being
that is the subject of the traffic.

Especially, problems such as needs for human mobility, motive, selection of traffic
modes, norm behavior in traffic society have become new research fields in traffic
psychology.

Problems about excessively car-oriented youth, especially Hot Rodders (Bosozoku)
are generally attracted notice as a social-pathological phenomenon of youth today.

Here, main theme is on the “Research on Bosozoku in Western part of Japan” and
“Comparative research between Bosozouk and high-school students as to interest and
motive” that the author carried out.

A characteristic of Bosozoku in Western part of Japan ié that they mainly enjoy
circuit racing game imitating circus on the specific pubic road, and once police pre-
vented them to do so, they give rise to riot with spectators.

On the other hand, in the Eastern part of Japan, Bosozoku make firm group, enjoy
touring and wrangle against opposite group they meet on the road.

It has been shown that the differences of the type of incident brought about by
Bosozoku and structure of their group between Eastern and Western Japan are largely
related to the type of culture in Eastern and Western Japan, social structure, and
type of disposition of the inhabitants.

The problems about Bosozoku will not be solved without clarifying why they are
strongly inclined to drive a car and take anti-social behavior.

The author made it clear that Bosozoku are strongly motivated with pleasure ex-
perience gained by-vehicle and on the other hand, they lack evaluation system to it.

Immatureness of this evaluation system derived from narrowness of their mental
world, In comparison with general high school students, their interest tends only to the
direct external world that comes in contact with them, and not to abstract and indirect
world. )

Accordingly, they cannot evalute and locate their behavior in relation to social
value and norm.



