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From People’s Rights to Nation’s Rights:
Restrictiveness of Nationality *

Rong LI**

Abstract

In the process of nation-state building in Meiji Japan, people’s rights and nation’s rights
were a key issue, as The Freedom and People’'s Rights Movement (Jiyi Minken Undo) has
exhibited. This paper aims to analyze the historical development of this process through
the works of Fukuzawa Yukichi, one of the most influential political thinkers of the time, to

demonstrate the restrictiveness of nationality.
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