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Kalibapi
— Philippine Collaboration in the Pacific War —

Takehisa SETO

In this paper I’ve examined the process of Philippine collaboration with the
Japanese in the Pacific War through the Kalibapi. The Kalibapi, the “Kapisanan
sa Paglilingkod sa Bagong Pilipinas” (The Association for Service to the New
Philippines) was a new civic association in the Philippines organized by the
Japanese for the purpose of indoctrinating the Filipinos with the idea of building
the New Philippines in the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. It can be
safely considered as the counterpart of the National Service Order of Japan.

The Kalibapi, in which the Philippine ruling elite occupied leading positions,
was formally launched as a “non-political organization” on December 30, 1942.
From then on, it was a convenient conduit for the military administration’s poli-
cies and requirements. The Kalibapi held a lot of campaign meetings in Manila
and the provinces, opened a “Leaders’ Institute for the Training of Kalibapi
Workers” in Manila, set up a Junior Kalibapi, etc. It played a further important
role when the puppet Philippine constitution was in preparation. It was legally
converted by Executive order No.17, dated May 5,1944, from a “non-political to
a non-partisan political organization”, and was to be the legitimate agency rep-
resenting the people and linking the government to the people.

The subjects of how the Filipinos corresponded to the Kalibapi, and the trou-
ble the Kalibapi caused in Filipino society still remain to be discussed.






