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\ SUMMARY

A Study of Miyazawa Kenji’'s “Kai no hi”:
on the Dad and Child’s Desire
: Mayumi NISHIMURA

“Kai no hi”(The shell’s fire) is a tale about a rabbit called
Homoi, who is awarded an unusual prize, the shell’s fire, for having
saved a small skylark from drowning in a river.

Previous studies have often expressed considerations pivoting
around the Lotus Sutra and the writer’s biography, and such view-
points are undoubtedly important. Nevertheless, couldn’t new things
be ‘discovered analyzing this work word by word, from the inside,
‘instead of limiting ourselves to an' approach from the outer context? I °
don’t want to say, of course, that such an inner study ‘has never been
attempted by other researchers, but still I do believe, on the other
hand, that many details have been overlooked. This paper aims at
_detecting new aspects of this work, mainly by reconsidering the
relation between Homoi and its father, but without ignoring the small
textual details that tended to be neglected in the past, and this tale’s
relation to other works by Miyazawa Kenji.
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