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Supporting Information

Table S1. English summary of open-ended comments

Supplemental Table S1. English summary of open-ended comments

[Open Access]

General comments

1 It is good that people in general can access academic information easily. ***

2 Ideally, we should ensure that there is no rich/poor gap in the sharing of
scientific information. **

3 Open access journals appealing a short review period may lead to the
publication of less reliable results. **

4 Given that science is a common property of mankind, the fact that academic
papers and documents are not open access is a very big problem. *

5 In addition to the open access issue, we are facing a time of great change in the

way papers are published. *

High APC costs

6 Publishing papers using the open access model is expensive.
sk sk sk sk sk sk seoskeoskeoske sk sk skeoskoskosk

7 It would be good if funding agencies, universities, or research institutes support
the article processing charge fees. ***

8 I'm concerned about how much the weak yen will affect the publication fees.
ks

9 High publication cost leads to a rapid decline of the international presence of
Japanese science. *

10 A publisher’s business model to ask high article processing charge fees must be
non-sustainable and social ill. *

11 We just need domestic open access journals with a reasonable publication fee
and impact factor.

12 It may be good that some journals based on academic societies cooperatively
establish a new open access journal with guaranteed quality. *

13 Where can we find a solution that is acceptable to researchers, funding
agencies, and journal publishers? *

[Predatory journals]

14 Expanding predatory journals makes it difficult for young researchers to find

well acknowledged journals to submit their manuscripts to. **
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15  Recently, we frequently received emails to encourage the submission of papers
from journals with suspected to be predatory journals. **

16  After depositing our paper in preprint server, the number of emails from
suspected predatory journals rapidly increased. *

17  Open access system would be misused by predatory journals. *

18  We should develop system to eliminate low quality papers by using artificial
intelligence*

[Preprints]

The position or merits/demerits of preprints

19 I am not sure the merit or demerit of depositing the papers in the preprint
servers. s sk sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk ske s sk skeoskeskeske sk

20 It may be a useful system in some research area, but I do not fit into the system.
kkosk

21 By depositing manuscripts on a preprint server, the possibility of these being
scooped by other groups cannot be ruled out. ***

22 I thought that researchers used preprint only after the manuscript was accepted
or mostly accepted by a peer review journal. **

23 Discussing data and findings in s scientific meeting would be enough. *

24 I will not use the preprint server before the manuscript is ready for submission
to peer review journals. *

25 I will use the preprint server only if the findings in the manuscript affect
competitive research fields. *

26  Since the preprint system must spur information overload, I am against the use
of it. *

27  The most critical demerit of preprint system is that even research results that are
not validated by the majority of researchers will remain in the internet space. *

28  Publishing results without a peer-review processes leads to a decrease in the

value of peer-review journals. *

Frameworks how to deal with preprints

29  We should treat the preprints as unauthorized and unconfirmed information.
seskoskoskoskoskoskok
30 The way how we treat the preprints should be discussed in the academic

Community. skeosk sk skoke skoke sk
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31  There should be some restrictions or guidance to deal with the results of
preprints in media or press release. *****

32 Given that we could make a framework to make use of reprints regarding
evaluation or patent, it would be useful to the academic community and
researchers. **

33 If"preprints" are found on search engines, it would be help to be alerted to the
fact that the authenticity of the content is questionable. *

34 Preprints are not reliable sources to build or design own research projects, but
are just something to put in the back of your mind. *

35 I think the fact that the necessity of preprints was not discussed and
implemented early on is a sign of the decline of science in Japan. *

36 I agree with the introduction of a preprint system if the purpose is to obtain

opinions from researchers in their fields of expertise in order to make the papers

more useful before they are published in journals. *

Reliability of results in preprints

37 1do not know if I can trust the data in preprints, %k

38  Publication of data without peer-review discourages serious research activity.
Hkk

39  There is a risk of influencing the general public by publishing papers with
incorrect information. **

40  Preprints would lead to the spread misinformation, and thus it should be
prohibited. **

41  There is no academic significance in the data of preprints. *

42 The most important thing is to get information and whether the results are peer-
reviewed or not is not important. *

43 As even peer-reviewed papers are mostly unreliable, preprints are out of the
question. *

44 If we will not establish ways to ensure fairness and ethics, the preprints become

just a heap of garbage. *

Claiming to be the first discoverer

45  Publishing papers with the preprints is an important way to claim to be the first
discoverer. ##*#*

46  There is a danger of reinforcing the trend that whoever says it first, wins. ****

47  Although we need to be careful about the contents of other preprints, it is a

good system to prioritize of our research findings. **
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48  Some researchers publish preprints with incomplete methodologies to merely

keep their priority. *

49  If a preprint is issued and then a peer-reviewed journal is published, I think it is

ambiguous as to which has ownership of the finding. *

Publication speed

50 Itis good that we can access the data by preprints often earlier than by regular

journals, *#**

51 It would be good to use preprints if we would like to immediately open the data

just after accepted by peer-reviewed journals. *

Evaluation of researchers’ performance

52 Recording preprints as publications makes it difficult to evaluate overall

researcher’s performance. s

53 Some researchers appear to use preprints to duplicate the publication records.
%k

54 1 would like to just know how grants’ reviewers evaluate the preprint records. *

55  Preprints and papers published in journals with lax peer review process make it

difficult to evaluate overall researcher’s performance. *

56  Preprints are used to merely increase apparent performance. *

57  Preprint system may help to open achievement faster, and researchers will no

longer have to make excuses for not passing peer review. *

58  Preprint servers are useful for young researchers who wish to apply for grants
or post-doc positions. *

Peer-review journals vs preprints

59  Peer-review does not necessarily mean that the content is credible. ***

60  Scientific review, judgement, and interrogation is necessary in the publishing

process. **

61  If the paper remains a preprint forever, we will not be able to deal with the

results. **

62 If we try to make good use of preprint system and solid frameworks to evaluate
the preprints, I think we can break through the current system of publishers'

dominance. **
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63

I think the old-fashioned way is the best manner in which to publish our papers.
%

64

If we exclude the reality of the evaluation of research fund, personnel
evaluation, and visibility of papers, I do not see so much difference between

preprints and peer-reviewed papers. *

65

The important thing is to accumulate a track record and gain credibility by
producing solid results in the field of research, and the publication medium is

merely a means to that end. *

66

More options for publishing papers would be a good thing. *

67

Comparing preprints and papers finally published in a peer review journal make

us help to learn what are requested during the review processes. *

68

Comparing preprints and papers finally published in a peer review journal will
help us learn how much the peer-review system truly contributes to the

advancement of science. *

69

Preprints would be useful to publish negative data, data obtained by research
that has been terminated due to circumstances, that may not stand up to peer
review process, or that could not be followed up by additional experiments due

to funding or position issues. *

70

Preprints would help to publish simple methodologies or finding resources, that

might not fit with peer-reviewed journals. *

71

Preprints would help to avoid scooping by the journal reviewers, to break away
from the tendency to place upmost importance on impact factor, to evaluate the

true value of each research achievements, and to reduce research misconduct. *

72

Some researchers in private companies often use preprints to publish their

results and use the data in preprints for further research.

73

Since publication costs increasing and publication process is speeding up, it

seems that the use of preprints will increase in the future. *

74

I feel that putting the information in the preprints will be detrimental to the

subsequent review process of the peer-review journals. *

75

Preprint system appears to be mainly used by researchers who has been
submitted or are going to submit their work in high-impact journals with hard

review processes. *

Preprints and journals’ policy

76

Publishing via the preprints may help to avoid a delay in publication by time-

and labor-consuming peer review processes. **#***
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77  We need a metric to objectively evaluate the quality of peer review. ***

78  Since some journals request authors to publish the papers in preprint before
peer review, it may become mandatory process. **

79  Since the preprint servers and journals become linked together, the use of
preprints server may limit the options for submitting to the peer review journals.
sk

80  There is no point in publishing a preprint of a paper that will eventually be
submitted to a coarse peer-reviewed journal. *

81  Since high impact factor journals request huge amount of data, researchers with
limited fundings and/or resources may be forces to submit to inferior journals. *

82  The journal’s policy to ask for articles in the unpublished state hampers the use
of preprints. *

83  If the manuscript in preprint is finally published in a peer review journal, it
should be removed from the preprint server. *

84  Partnership between preprint servers and specific journals may help us to

reduce the effort to fit the manuscripts’ format for each journal. *

Researchers’ ethical issues

85  The issue is not whether the paper has gone through peer review or not, but
whether the researcher reading the paper is ethically trained to read the paper.
Hkk

86  The reliability of the content of a preprint article depends largely on whether the
article was written by a credible researcher. **

87  Publishing results without peer review is the researcher’s self-satisfaction. *

Citation

88 I think that we do not need to cite preprints in our manuscripts for submitting
journals. **%*

89 I am not sure if we should cite papers published in the preprint servers. **

90  There should be restrictions on how to cite the preprints, because the content of
the articles may differ from the preprints when they are published in peer-
reviewed journals. *

91 Previously, one of reviewers of our submitted manuscript requested us to cite
preprint (presumably the reviewer’s preprint). After that we changed our policy
to cite preprints in our papers. *

92 We will cite preprints only if it is deposited by credible researchers and if the

information is critical. *
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Japanese preprint server

93  Given that there are useful preprint servers, I am not sure why we need a

Japanese preprint server. **

94  The Japanese preprint server is extremely low-profile. *

95  We should make good use of the Japanese preprint server. *

* indicates the number of same comments.
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Table S2. Original language version of open-ended comments
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