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Abstract:

The State Language to Be Promoted or Minority Rights Protected ? :
The Case of the New Law on the State Language of Slovakia (2009)

On 30 June, 2009 The Slovak Parliament passed a new law on the state language of
Slovakia, which came into effect on 1 September, 2009. Since the establishment of the
Slovak Republic this is the second amended law concerning the legal position of the
state language of Slovakia. The law aims to promote Slovak as the single state
language. Meanwhile international criticism has come up concerning the risk of
restricting the right of national minorities to use their mother tongue in official
communication and public life.

In this paper I have introduced the controversial clauses of the law and their
possible influence on minority communities, especially the Hungarians, who constitute
around 10 percent of the population of Slovakia. I have also commented on the
amendments proposed by the High Commissioner on National Minorities, who
emphasizes the importance of striking a balance between strengthening the State
language and protecting minority rights.

I have compared the Slovak law with those of other EU countries, and pointed out
that similar conflicts concerning language law are found in those countries, such as for
example the Baltics, where the majority and minority situations have rapidly “turned

over” among ethnic groups in the course of state formation.

Keywords : language law, national minority, Slovakia, Hungary, Europe
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MEREBTIROMEOMRZO CH2HZFRDL ) b DTH o7z, 2009 48 H
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DOKEGHNLMEIRE L, ORI, ZAuNFTETO P+ )Iisomiia<n 2
(Komarno, /N #'Y) —ii& L — v a2 —1 A Révkomarom®) THY A Y —REATHIC
Ko TSNS, v a bY 7 — BEOBRFERITNHN ) — K Y 3 — 3 A (Solyom
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1 E#EFAEICBNTIE, REMERICE 2 ABERTRICL 2 AL 2w EEHILTn
%o 2001 SEOQEBFHHAETIE, HOEENY T —ATHDLEHELZALIIS2 HATH L5, [
) —FEERGEL T A L LAABUIST TAZEZ, #10% LM A & v, [Simon 2002:
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89920 A (1.7%), F = 3 AH 44620 A (08%), V¥ ¥ AH 24201 AN (04%), 7754 F A
7310841 AN (02%) E#e<o

2 HEBICW AR, 1995 EICHIE SNAEBOWIETH Y, TH] SHETER V. 7275, FKE
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V‘Z%Ek, FONEDOKRIERGIE L W) FEREICHEA, AT [HEiEk] oXKHA2MEHT 2
Z 5o

3 2unF7olfa<il/ (Komarno) &Ny AV —olfa~v—1u 2 (Komarom) & KF+2)l%
BEATHAPVE-TBEY, 1920FEFTHYHY) —LEOELEHNT—2DHTTZE L Tz,
WHEATGNF 7OV /dN 2 HY) —iE T Komarom ¥ 7213 Révkomarom & L i Tw 5,
AN FBAEATNFTENTHN Y H) —RERPR DL WET T, o AHUE 2001 4£C
22452 NTH Y, ANHD#K60% % 55, [Lanstyak, Szabomihaly 2005: 511
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WG58 D TS K50 d SRk Lze B2 HIZIE, AuanF7ony 7)) — ABuE (0
2 =l sE) BPREREN— T OVERIEEERHEDOD ENIREL, HEHEENA
ONE7ENOVBEREOHENZEPTHDOTHL I LE2HRIT. TOLT, ZOMELR
7o B EBRI RO 2 IO, BRONGFRS AT Z O RPBEICHEMIICES- L, Mo 581
BHERT LR RD I, ZOH, NYH) —EFHNA F 4 (Bajnai Gordon) &
2ZTNEFTHEM 7 42+ (Robert Fico) O HEHEMD, DK, 9H 10 HIZNYHY
—tHoOMt—F 2 —=Tirbh, £ZT [IIEHADOAHE] 2L SN/, TOHIZI,
INYH) = KEED AT NFT AFERERICH LT, RiodEEsdobd (F4mH) L&
BT, 2uNFT7OFHFIELEICE L CERINZERERME (Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, OSCE) V¥ REESFEE Y + /37 (Knut Vollabaek,
T/ NV = — M) ORI AN, £ ORI E & EHORE 2T 52 & (5
53), FASHEEOEMRKICH L TE—EorzIr) 2 &, mEOEZRMEE &
MOLFEOELEHEEE 2 7 HUNIZHLL, BAEES~NOE®RE21TH) s F6H) &
BEENDS AUNFT - NVH) —WEHIE, KRIEKRELERD D > 72 LFHI L
720D, NIH) —OMEZERERAUNFT O — NG, KRFIEEENT
M EDOEIERIER 2 A LBAIT 2D TIE WV EHH L7z, )5, Ao NF7EHHIZS
FEZ DB DODOEEIZOVTIIMH 2 RH T HEERZ LR 2 h o7

HNEHO 1ABHZO 9 A 17 Hi2ik, Ny A =4y T —3Y 2 (Balazs Péter) #°
WA VO Y Ca—GHT, AANFTOFHEIIOWT, [F¥ 7 A7 B
TONV—<=T7%#BEEE ] [N A=l o TAUNFTIIHDO L) RIFFETH Y,
G-y NALLLEDFEHLIFEIV) T LD, HZTROLRVWEWTRW] LM
LI L7z STORBSIHL, RAunNFT7HMET A F v —2 (Miroslav Lajcak) 1Z7E
ATNFET - NYH) = KEZFOHL, 22bICH#ETLE VW) HBI R 72" T2,
10 7 HIZIZ, ANFTBHEEDO—2TH W MABRETH LA aNF T ERED AT
NS, BNV A) — WAL SR EPLER O E TR, M5k ESOMRE A HIBT
L7008 R T ERE Lz, ZOHMEE LT, FEAT19204ED M) 7 /) Y 5&fTk

4 NVHY)—HEBE
http://www.mfa.gov.hu/kum/en/bal/actualities/spokesman_statements/Szecseny_eng_090910.
htm

5 MTI (7)) —alifgdk), 2009 49 H 17 Ho http//www.mtihu/cikk/422286/
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AaNF 7L, HEEHRAH TOF 320 F 7180w, Foaiies bl
AT E ARG THO O NSO SFEEBE SN Tz, 1968 412 Tméht
T I AUNFTEIPFCBT L BE T, [AHE] & THEFEE] owdFhoRB b
NTWhdol, RAT, 1989 121X U F o 2R IKGEE ORI O R T, AaN®7
FEOEMHADSFEICENS L)Xk b, AUNFTiELR [AHE] 35 EBBUFERE,
[EFE] &35 207F7 - F33F YA MDEDHOZTHLVEmATE X, 1990 4£ A
unNF 7T AHEE T, R TAHE] SBEshiz, LaL, @Bk @Ak S b
£ 1992 4E 9 AP X 7z A a8 7 A EEE T, XUA$7 T [REE] T
E L THEEE] LRBEN, HAEAuNFTHRAuNF TiELE-OREGEL T2 A0NF
TREOA—Ya v - AT =M THILIENEMINDLI L L hoTz, T2, HAFHTF
=2 2unNF TR, PEEEOREEGEH20% 2 # 2 5 BB wW T, fTEE
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7L oz’

1995 4F 11 HiZix, Aun\NF7 -+ a5 ) AA0MREWE IR A F 7 VBT T, H
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L TW5, 72, ITBHEBICBI2EFEOMEEZ [FEHEW] &L (B35, ¥K
HE T, TXRTONMERTOERERE 282501, SEAZ DA O BE /RG34
HEFRIZHMT 5 2 LR, IXTOHEHROBFERIIB T 2 EFEHH 2 £HM T v
% (5545). [%AH 2005: 356 —360] Z 0Pl & MRS, 1990 4D R TN F 74
JEERIEBIE S 7,

RIBE TR D A T 7 VBHE T THIE S N2HTR O EEE TH 525, FBUED D
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BEDOFFEIZ /20T 5 A0 NF 7 REOEN % SR 2 H AN, TRV HEED
HERREFF AN DAL R B EITAE DDV T WD, DTS, BARNAMENEZRTAL Y
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ZOHT, SHOWIETHICHER SN Z0RKROETH L. 7, 8558 5HTI,
YA, AR BLE - 3 % — N Z OO SLEEIC BT A AR EE R S
i zwe sh, PEESHETHRT 2 d012E, FAEORS B X OH—-NEOEE
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AVNFTEEIZEWE W) mALHEI SNz 0L LT, SN E v HEIC Ik
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8 VUT, CouEOALHREN Y EEIMTEE OB KPIX Opinon of the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities on amendments to the “Law on the State Language of
the Slovak Republic” (The Hague, 22 July, 2009),
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