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A Preliminary Consideration of Foreigners’ Learning Requirements
and Their Life Backgrounds

IMAI Kiyoko

This paper aims to examine foreigners’ needs for learning the Japanese language from the viewpoint of their life
backgrounds. ]

After the 1970s, a considerable number of foreigners have arrived and settled in Japan, and this number is
increasing. While local governments and volunteers have offered them Japanese language education, many foreigners
still lack adequate opportunities to leamn it. In fact, numerous researches have reported a high demand for learning
the Japanese language among foreigners. In many cases, these needs are statistically surveyed; therefore, there
are few qualitative investigations. On the basis of interviews conducted with two Chinese women who have not
attended a literacy class, this paper analyzes the learning requirements of such foreigners while focusing on their life
backgrounds.

In conclusion, the author would like to present two particular points. First, interviewees have more difficulties in
communicating with bosses and fellow workers at work; however, they learn Japanese informally by interacting with
them. Second, learning patterns and learning requirements change due to the social process of migration. The learning
requirements mentioned above are mostly actualized during the phase in which the foreigners are attempting to link
to the new community or social network. Therefore, there is a need for a research that pays more attention to informal
learning and the process of migration.



