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Anthropological Study of Nursing Practice by Hearing the Sounds of
Medical Equipment

Saki MORIMOTO

Abstract:

Nurses in hospital wards hear a wide variety of sounds coming from unspecified sources, such as nurse calls
and medical equipment alarms. Nurses’ sensory practice knowledge has been established as important, but this
importance has not been made explicit. This paper focuses on the relationship between nurses’ sense of hearing
and their nursing practice. The purpose of this study is to clarify how nurses hear the sounds of medical equipment
coming from various parts of the hospital ward and how they influence their nursing practice. Three nurses working
in a respiratory ward were interviewed and the data analyzed. The analysis indicated that new nurses had difficulty
hearing sounds generated from various locations because they constantly perceive sounds as being generated from
an unspecified number of people and locations. The findings indicated that individuals do not perceive sounds in
isolation but rather judge them in combination with various information; nurses develop their practice by analytically
assembling the sounds they hear and the other information and making complex judgments. The study also revealed
that the meanings of sounds differ depending on their sources and that nursing practice is also transformed. Nursing
practice cannot be explained solely by a one-to-one relationship between patient and nurse. These findings suggest

that the complex relationships among the various elements of nursing need to be investigated in more detail.

Key Words : Medical care, Nursing, Sense, Sound, Practical knowledge





