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Research Trends in Higher Education and Highly Educated
Individuals in Contemporary China

Xianya HOU

Abstract:

The national unified university entrance examination system was reinstated in 1977 toward the expansion policy
of higher education in 1999 and the subsequent massification of higher education. Since then, the higher education
system in China has undergone continuous reform and development. Consequently, the number of individuals
pursuing higher education have increased. Therefore, issues, such as the devaluation of educational credentials and
mismatches have exerted a sustained influence on the consciousness and behaviors of highly educated individuals.
This study provides an overview of the current state and research trends related to higher education and highly
educated individuals in contemporary China. Specifically, it focuses on Chinese-language literature published since
2010. It also introduces research projects that are widely utilized in the analysis of Chinese higher education. Lastly,
it investigates the reforms and status of higher education in China, the relationship between higher education and
social mobility, and the awareness and attitudes of highly educated individuals. By reviewing local research on
higher education in China and bridging the knowledge gap between the local perspectives and external analyses of

Chinese scholars, this paper presents future challenges and prospects in the field.

Key Words : higher education, social mobility, highly educated individuals, youth, consciousness





