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SUMMARY

The Influence of Ayuwanjing on the Buddhist Policy of Emperor Wu of
the Liang Dynasty

Mayuko KawAKAMI

It has often been pointed out that since the Emperor Wu of Liang partici-
pated in the Chinese translation of the Ayuwangjing ( [F#H F#%] ), the emper-
or’s Abandoning of Body (#% £ ) and renovation of the Ashoka Pagoda were
probably in accordance with the Ashoka legend as described in the Ayuwangjing.

However, in previous studies, the minute differences between Ayuwangjing
and other legends were not paid due attention; therefore, this paper surveys the
differences between Ayuwangjing and other Ashoka legends and points out the
connection between the characteristic descriptions in Ayuwangjing and Emperor
Wu’s policy of Buddhism worship.

First, among all materials related to Ashoka, only Ayuwangjing refers to the
request to the people to contribute gold for the construction of the 84,000 Pago-
da during the Indian king’s reign. It should be inferred, then, that Ayuwangjing
had a profound connection to the Wu Emperor’s urging of the people, from the
nobles to the wealthy commoners, to make generous donation when he was to
rebuild the Ashoka Pagoda.

Second, it has been argued that the holding of unlimited offering by the
Emperor Wu for priests and laymen (3 X 4%) might have sprung from the
influence of King Ashoka. However, the only text that includes laymen as the
objects of offerings made by the Ashoka is Ayuwangjing. Therefore, any study of
the ideological basis of Emperor Wu’s holding of the unlimited offering should
involve the close examination of Ayuwangjing.

Third, only in Ayuwangjing can we find the statement that the king can’t
become the monk even if he has donated his all treasures including his wife, his
son, and himself.



