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SUMMARY

Population Policy of J. P. Stissmilch and German Cameralism

Satoshi SHIGAKI

This article discusses German Cameralism and its political economy by fo-
cusing on the writings of Johann Peter Stissmilch (1707-1767), a Prussian theo-
logian and pastor in Berlin. In his notable work Die Géttliche Ordnung in 1741,
Stissmilch analyzed demographic phenomena such as the number of births and
deaths, the sex proportion of births and the age distribution among death rates,
showing little interest in political issues, and no attempts to apply his findings
to political measures. However, in the second edition of Géttliche Ordnung in
1761, he mainly dealt with the population policy to be counted among the major
Cameralists. How can we explain this shift?

Firstly, some experiences during his career, such as being a member of the
Consistory, the Poor Commission and the Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences
are likely to have drawn him closer to political and social matters. Indeed, in
Stissmilchs treatises in 1750s on the rise of mortality in Berlin he argued that it
was caused by the increase of the poor labourers in the rising textile industry
and their deteriorating health standards. He proved how useful his demographic
analysis for identifying factors of socio-political issues was. This led to improve
the part on population politics in the new edition of Géttliche Ordnung.

Second, the evolvement of Stissmilch’s population policy can be linked to
contemporary political economy. J. H. G. von Justi, who systematized cameral
sciences in 1760s, intervened in demographic events, having been stimulated by
Stissmilch’s population theory. Siissmilch himself was also driven to complete his
own population politics by the works of German Cameralists and French writ-
ers. They were convinced that the possibility to govern population, controlling
marriage, birth and death rates was supposed to be based on natural law. Such
utopian visions of a well ordered and populous state opened the path leading to
the practical use of natural sciences.



