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SUMMARY

Examining Regional Differences in Mortuary Practices through Pottery:

Focusing on the Osaka Bay Area in the Middle Yayoi Period

Hiroko Hasul

This study examined the author approaches the regional characteristics of
burial practices through comparative analyses of pottery from the Early to the
Middle Yayoi period, which was excavated from burial mounds in the Osaka Bay
area.

During the Middle Yayoi Period, pottery was often brought to burial areas,
and it is believed that it strongly reflected the ritual contents in line with the
local areas and groups. By analysing the choice of pottery, differences in ritual
contents can be also considered.

In addition, some of the excavated pieces were perforated or deliberately
broken, suggesting that people intended to lose the function of the vessels after
funeral feasts. The presence or the absence of these ritual traces and the variety
of perforating techniques illustrate differences in the way vessels were handled.

These selectivity and ritual aspects of pottery, as well as the burial methods,
are the attributes that represent the local burial customs. However, there has
been no progress in research to compile an overall picture of mortuary practices
in various regions and to organise their regional characteristics and the process
of their development.

Therefore, the author divided the Osaka Bay area into four areas and exam-
ined the characteristics of burial practices in each. As a result, it can be under-
stood that the burial practices of the Osaka Bay area can be organised by three
distinctive characteristics from the middle phase of the Middle Yayoi onwards.



