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SUMMARY

A study of the noun phrases taking the particle “HE”.

— Extension from place to person—

Shoko KurRoBOSHI

Abstract

The historical process associated with the extension of meaning of the Japa-
nese particle “HE” has been clarified by previous studies. However, since the re-
search thus far has focused on verbs related to “HE”, the development of the
noun phrases taking “HE” remains unclear. The explanation of the historical
shift of the noun phrases taking these particles is roughly as follows.

The original meaning of the noun phrase taking “HE” was “a place far away
from the agent’, but after the Heian period, the number of examples indicating
distance from the agent gradually increased. In this way, the range of noun
phrases taking “HE” widened, and for verbs that expressed utterances such as
“TSUGERU (tell)”, noun phrases that indicated the person to whom the action
was directed came to be used. In this way, the shift from a word indicating a
place to a word indicating a person is explained, but the details of the process of
extension have not been clarified.

Therefore, in this paper, based on a comparison with the particle “NT”, I
clarify the process of usage extension to where the noun phrase taking the parti-
cle can represent a person. In addition, medieval materials indicate that when
the noun phrase taking “HE” indicates a person, the person’s social status tends
to be high. This point will be examined in detail.

The study confirms that in the process of extension of the noun phrases that
can take “HE”, these noun phrases include those indicating buildings such as
“TONO”, “MIYA” and “IN”. These noun phrases describing buildings have two
aspects: They represent a building as a place, and at the same time, they indirect-
ly represent a person of high rank. Because of this duality, noun phrases for
buildings lead to the usage of noun phrases for people, which appear to have
been a factor differentiating honorific expressions.



