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SUMMARY

Sound, Industry and Ideology in Early TV Animation Theme Songs:

From Tezuka and Toriro to Chumei

Yusuke WAJIMA

This paper examines the theme songs of early Japanese animated television
series mainly aimed at children from the 1960s to the early 1970s, figuratively
from Tetsuwan Atom (1963) and Tetsujin 28-Go (1963) to Mazinger Z (1972), fo-
cusing on the changing musical perspectives and media environment. My aim is
to show that the first TV animation music in Japan was formed under the strong
influence of broadcast music (primarily commercial songs) from the 1950s, fol-
lowed by the influx of producers and singers from films and recorded popular
songs from the mid-1960s onwards to establish its distinct musical style and po-
sition in the music industry by the early 1970s. Crucial to emphasize is that this
development of what we today call anison, abbreviation of “anime song’, did not
necessarily take a single-track route. On the contrary, in its formation processes
what later came to be recognised as the essential characteristics of the anison,
had resonated and interconnected with multiple contexts at the time to become

the anison as we call it today.



