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SUMMARY

Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan's Reception of Chinese Drama:
Kageki “The Story of The Lute (Pipa Ji)”

Yuan FENG

The Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan, founded in 1914 and renamed the Ta-
karazuka Revue in 1940, is a theatre company that, based in Takarazuka City,
Hyogo Prefect, and in which all performers were unmarried girls. In the 1920s,
the Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan began to explore different themes and from of
drama around the world and tried to incorporate them into the stages of Shojo
Kageki. In addition to western drama works, Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan’s di-
rectors and dramatists were also interested in Chinese drama. During this peri-
od, many works, adapted from traditional Chinese drama were performed on
the stage of Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan, one of them was the Kageki The Story
of The Lute, which premiered in March 1923,

The Story of The Lute, which is reputed as the “Father of Poetic Dramas”,
was carried to Japan at the Age of Edo. However, it has been discussed and stud-
ied as a literary work, not as a drama for a long time. The Kageki The Story of The
Lute, produced by Takarazuka Shojo Kagekidan is the only record of its adapta-
tion that we had known in Japan.

This paper first presents a synopsis and introduction of the Chinese drama
The Story of The Lute. Then collates and investigates the translations of The Story
of The Lute in modern Japan secondly. After the conclusion of this background
research, this paper will analyze the performance of Kageki The Story of The Lute
through documentary and photographic sources, and compare the text of Kage-
ki The Story of The Lute with the original finally,



