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SUMMARY

Negative polarity items and accent in Japanese (I):

A focus on the particle mo that co-occurs with indefinite words

MIYAKE, Tomohiro

In this article, we discuss the relationship between grammar and accent
when the grammatical unit that includes particle mo functions as a negative po-
larity item. For instance, in kyaku-wa dare-mo konakatta (*kita) (guest-TOP
somebody (who)-Particle did.not.come (*came), ‘No guests came at all’), we can
observe that dare-mo serves as a negative polarity item, and interestingly
enough, the unit shows a different accent pattern from those when the expres-
sion is used in the other grammatical environments. Through the examination
of this and related phenomena, this paper proposes the following generalization:
The formal unit of indefinite words with particle mo shows the unaccented tonal
pattern if and only if it exercises the function as a negative polarity item that
expresses total negation.



