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SUMMARY

Important Terms in History Textbooks:

The Industrial Revolution and Peace in the East

Kazuaki Tsutsumi, Yasuhiko Mak1 and Toshiya KawANIsHI

Keywords: world history textbooks / the Industrial Revolution / Peace in the East

This paper reports results of a 2021 seminar survey of world history text-

books in Japan. We investigated how two historical terms, The Industrial Revo-

lution and Peace in the East, are or have been described in current and previous

Japanese high school history textbooks and examined the context of these de-

scriptions.

We investigated how the British Industrial Revolution is described in cur-

rent high school world history textbooks. The following conclusions were drawn:

1.

All textbooks maintain Arnold Toynbee's views about The Industrial Revo-

lution.

. All textbooks state that import-substitution for Indian cotton cloth was the

motivation for The Industrial Revolution.

. All textbooks describe the Atlantic Triangular Trade as the background for

The Industrial Revolution, but many textbooks do not describe British capi-

tal accumulation.

4. Eric Williams' second thesis is described only in some textbooks.

. All textbooks note the impact of The Industrial Revolution on India's native

industries.

. Across textbooks, there are very large differences in the descriptions of

social issues, labor issues, and the impact of The Industrial Revolution on

socialism.

. No textbook describes the issue of resources (coal and iron ore) from Ken-

neth Pomeranz's point of view.

We examined the usage, meaning, and background of the phrase Peace in

the East (or East Asia) in Oriental history textbooks published from the end
of the 19th century to the first half of the 20th century. Since the Sino-Japanese
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War, the phrase has been used in descriptions of modern history to justify Ja-
pan's actions and, at the end of textbooks, to exhort students of Oriental history
to maintain or strive to achieve Peace in the East (or East Asia). This phrase
was also used in imperial rescripts and diplomatic documents that started the
war and to justify the war to the Japanese people, explaining the inclusion of the
phrase Peace in the East in history textbooks.



