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SUMMARY

Significance of the Wassenaar Agreement on the Historical

Development of Dutch Corporatism

Eiji MAKINO

On the twenty-fourth of November 1982, Dutch central unions and em-
ployers’ federations (hereinafter, “the bipartite” ) agreed to freeze the wage
increase and promote the work re-distribution to control the soaring unemploy-
ment. This act is called “the Wassenaar Agreement” (hereinafter, “the Agree-
ment”). Majority of previous studies highlighted the existence of corporatism
behind the Agreement. However, a few studies also pointed out the “pressure” by
the government on the bipartite as a hidden agent behind it. This paper is aimed
at clarifying why the pressure is also pointed out although it seems contradictory
to the corporatism.

The Dutch wage decision was made under a “guided” wage policy by the
government or even ‘commanded” by law under the manipulated corporatism
with pretended collaboration between the government and the bipartite, which
had continued until the Agreement. Unexpectedly, the new cabinet was formed
on the fourth of November 1982, and it demanded the bipartite to freeze the
wage right away in order to realize public employers’ salary reduction from
1983, and suggested a possible intervention. This was the “pressure” suggested
by previous studies. However, the bipartite voluntarily came to the Agreement,
independent from the “pressure”, and the new government immediately shifted
their wage policy from the “pressure” to the “autonomy first”. In this way, the
new style of corporatism was suddenly created as “voluntary and autonomy”.
Both the “pressure” and a manipulated corporatism did co-exist in a moment of
time.

The Agreement played the role of a turning point towards a new corporat-
ism. Currently, Dutch people enjoy diversified working environment, to which
the renewed corporatism contributed. The significance of the Agreement has
continuously influenced the historical development of Dutch corporatism.



