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summary

The hiragana characters in the various editions
of “Rikuyu Engi Taii” : with reference to the Kankoku-bon,

Mizuno-bon, Kameya-bon and Iwamuratahan-bon editions.

Ei IcHun

The “Kankoku Rikuyu Engi taii ‘B %) NiifiTs A& " (“Kankoku-bon B %
), was promoted by Tokugawa Yoshimune as a manual for teaching the
common people, and after being published in 1722 and was issued repeatedly
throughout the early-modern period. This paper investigates the variety and
number of hiragana characters used in the Rikuyu Engi Taii — which was
recommended as a manual for writing the Japanese in the early-modern period —
by examining the variety and number of hiragana characters used in the kankoku-
bon and its variants: the Mizuno-bon 7K EF 7% (1834), Kameya-bon #E A (1843),
and Iwamuratahan-bon 7543 FH# 4% (1853). The characteristics of the usage trends
were then elucidated upon by comparing them with the variety of hiragana
characters used in other literary works.

The results of the survey showed that the variety in the number of hiragana
characters in the kankoku-bon was on par as that of contemporary literary works.
However, Mizuno-bon, Kameya-bon, and Iwamuratahan-bon — which stem from
the late early-modern period, when the variety of hiragana characters used in
popular literary works was on the decline — had a significantly larger total number
in the variety of hiragana characters than literary works that were popular during
the same period. Furthermore, the tends surrounding the use of hiragana were
diverse.

The above shows that the usage of hiragana characters in the kankoku-bon
did not almost differ from that of other literary works of the same period. However,
in the Mizuno-bon, Kameya-bon, and Iwamuratahan-bon of the late early-modern
period, the variety of hiragana characters used were not organized in the same way.
This is thought to be due to the fact that the publishrers recognized and took over
the Rikuyu Engi Taii, as recommended by Yoshimune as a model for writing that

uses a variety of hiragana characters.








