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SUMMARY

The Image of the Villain in “Wakae no Hato”
:The Relation to “Udonge Monogatari”

Makiko IKEDA

The “Wakae no hato” (1805) is a katakiuchimono by Kyokutei Bakin. It was
written at the stage of the formation of the kokiyomihon style at the beginning of
the Bunka era (1804-1818). At this time, kokiyomihon was popular due to the
publication of Santou Kydden's first work, “Chuushin suikoden zenpen” (1799);
specifically, Bakin imitated Kydden in writing his work. Given these circum-
stances, it is believed that the early Bunka period was a time when Kydden and
Bakin alternated in publishing their works.

The “state of competition” between Kydden and Bakin has been discussed in
previous studies. The influence of “Wakaye no hato” on Kyoden’s “Udonge
monogatari” (1804) has been pointed out. Naturally, the connection between these
two works should be considered part of the “competition” between Kyoden and
Bakin. However, it has been argued that Bakin's first novel, “Geppyo Kien” (1804),
is more closely related to “Udonge Monogatari” than “Wakae no Hato” is. As a
result, “Wakaye no hato” has received less attention, and its relevance to “Udonge
monogatari” has remained insufficiently discussed.

On the other hand, there is an important description in “Zoho Gedaikagami”
(1838), a publication-related list of the time. In “Zoho Gedaikagami,” “Wakae no
Hato” and “Udonge Monogatari” are listed in the same section, with a comment
stating that “the two works have the same synopsis, and it is interesting to read
them side by side. In contrast, “Geppyo kien” and “Udonge monogatari” are listed
in completely different entries, and there is no description where the connection
can be read.

This paper discusses “Wakae no Hato” and “Udonge Monogatari” in terms
of their structure and the nature of their characters. By doing so, we will present a
new view on the relevance of the two works, which has been neglected in previous

studies, in terms of the image of the Villain.





