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[No| AT ERAL Au Cu Sn Pb [ As Fe Zn Ag Bi Mn | Total [EES
IEEES 0.00 [96.52 | 2.03 | 0.16 | 0.74 [ 0.15 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.36 | 0.04 | 100.00 |E&R%: ?
| 2|%£% 0.00 [95.01 | 2.97] 0.15] 1.43 ] 0.08 [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.36 | 0.00 | 100.00
| 4| =™ AL SO ELREY 0.00 [96.71 | 0.60 | 0.23 [ 1.36 [ 0.17 [ 0.30 | 0.00 | 0.56 | 0.07 | 100.00
| _5|EmZ AL EDFEEEFY 0.00 [97.06 | 1.00 | 0.10 | 1.28 | 0.25 [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.22 | 0.08 | 100.00
|6 0.00 | 96.48 | 0.95 | 0.14 | 1.19 | 0.45 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.63 | 0.16 | 100.00
| 7 EmEEAPRERE ?) 0.00[95.21 | 2.55 ] 0.30 | 1.21 [ 0.19 [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.49 | 0.05 | 99.99
| 8| EFR(KKTED) 0.00 [94.68 | 2.68 | 044 [ 1.35 [ 0.28 [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.48 | 0.08 | 100.00
IRICEEES 0.00 [95.47 [ 280 [ 0.20 | 1.18 | 0.22 | 0.00 [ 0.00 [ 0.12 | 0.00 | 99.99
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SUMMARY

A Study of the Pensive Bodhisattva Statue at Shoboji Temple,
Obama City

Yutaka Fuioka

The Pensive Bodhisattva Statue (said to be Nyoirin Kannon) at Shobgji
Temple, Obama City, is a rather large gilt bronze statue at 58.7 cm high and has
been considered to be a copy of an older statue from the Kamakura period (1185-
1333). This paper reexamines its status based on the results of recent research,
including X-ray fluorescence analysis.

Almost the entire body of this statue is created using lost-wax casting.
However, the upper part of the head is re-cast due to casting defects, and the back
of the head is supplemented by a cast I-shaped clamp. The forehead and central
part of the crown are fitted with separate parts cast in pure copper. The small lotus
seat under the left foot, which was cast together with the main body, seems to have
had an inner mold that was continuous with the main body, and the opening where
the clay was removed is sealed by the casting. The statue thus uses advanced
casting techniques. The bronze composition of the body averaged 95.5% Cu, 2.4%
Sn, 0.2% Pb, 1.2% As, 0.2% Fe, and 0.4% Bi, and was found to be corresponding
with ancient gilt bronze buddha statues in Japan.

The statue is fleshy and well-proportioned, and the garment folds are both
realistic and decorative. The soft and fleshy face with prominent cheeks is similar
to the Bodhisattva statue from Okadera Temple in Nara. The shape of the ears is
similar to the Tenpy0 period statues of Yakushiji Temple and the side attendant
statues of Kofukuji Temple’s East Golden Hall. The crown and hair are similar to
the statue of Bodhisattva in the Sakai City Museum, which is known to be a
sandalwood statue from the Sui Dynasty. Considering these various aspects, this
statue should be dated to the early Nara Period (710-794), and its place of
production is thought to have been in Heijo (Nara).

According to legend, in 1184 (the first year of the Genryaku era) the head of

the village ordered the statue to be lifted from the seafloor after it shone a golden



light from beneath the surface. However, there is a strong possibility that it was
built in Heijo, and a new study is needed to determine its origin. Obama area has
long prospered as the center of Wakasa Province and is known to have been
connected with Todaiji Temple through the Shunie event. During the Nara Period,
the territories of Todaiji Temple and Daianji Temple also existed in this area.
Although it is not possible to confirm the origin of the statue in this study, there is
still a possibility that this statue can pose as proof of the connection between

Obama and Nara.
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