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BENLFmOBE, —A—APMEFIHIT L L) V7 T T AP0
BLLBWERRDTH b, MITTY 7 T 5 ZZBNHAORFE T b B
LTI —ADKRE BT S, Lol ThEEETLDEENAYD
TAFXTAITHY, VI TTAEITAAT A LT A Y BTORE
EV) BENEED S —RIICHER L T, [BE] ovr I 7 AE
¥V 7 OBFEM AL ASTRERNIELL, 7T M ICE o THEINT:
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SUMMARY

Unsettledness of Socrates’ figure in Plato’s Symposium

Syunsuke SATONAKA

In this paper, I want to show the complexity of Socrates’s character in Plato’s
Symposium, and discuss the reason why Plato created the figure of Socrates, which is
not found in his other dialogues.

Firstly, I try to declare the intentional creation of the narrative framework of
Plato’s Symposium. The dialogue is written as a drama which was indirectly reported
by Socrates’ friends, Apollodorus and Aristodemus. They are both dedicated
followers of Socrates, and guide readers in the direction toward the truth of Socrates
at first glance. However, the repetition of indirect speech throughout the dialogue
reminds readers the existence of narrators and distance from Socrates himself.
Consequently, as readers, we unable to determine the distance to the true Socrates.

My second priority is address the complex problem related to the unsettled
figure of Socrates, which is present throughout Plato’s Symposium. In this dialogue,
Plato particularly gives a different type of feature to Socrates’ figure. On the one
hand, Socrates is depicted as a typical and historical figure, but on the other hand, he
is also unusual and fictional. Therefore, it is not easy for us to capture the image of
Socrates during this dialogue. However, I propose that Plato’s primary purpose is to
make readers of Symposium unable to easily understand the character of Socrates as

a fixed one.



