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SUMMARY

The Evolution of Torneo of Ferrara during the Reign of Alfonso II

The development of music and performative form

Keiko Komarsu

This paper discusses the evolution of the torneo, chivalric spectacle, held in
Ferrara during the reign of Alfonso II, Duke of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio, and its
influence upon later arts, including musical theater.

Between 1561 and 1570, Alfonso hosted five gorgeous forneo in the presence
of princes and ambassadors of other countries. In these forneo, the traditional forms
of joust combined not only theater, but other arts such as music, painting, and
architecture. The fact that detailed reports of performances or plots of forneo were
published not long after performances, suggests that Alfonso regarded this event as
an important element of diplomacy.

The torneo held in 1561 utilized a band, which was mainly composed of wind
and percussion instruments. In the 1565 and 1569 performances (“The Temple of
Love” and “The Blessed Island,”) however, the songs sung by the characters in the
theater became an important element of the performance.

This evolution appeared to be accompanied by the theatricalization of the
torneo, and at once, the event appeared to move away from being a jousting event to
gradually becoming a form of musical theater.

This paper examines how the music performed at these torneo evolved, as
well as its influence upon later art forms including early opera, with reference to

records of the period.



