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SUMMARY

The Theory of Human Beatboxing
—A New Musical Form Beyond Music—

Takui DAN

In recent years, hip-hop culture has gained worldwide popularity, with rap
music taking the music industry by storm as a part of this phenomenon. Hip-hop,
characterized by its diversity and unique forms of expression, wields significant
influence, particularly among the youth, sharing societal messages and personal
narratives through music on a broad scale. Within this movement, the musical
expression known as Human Beatbox has also garnered attention. Human Beatbox is
an innovative musical form where instrumental sounds are mimicked using the
mouth to create music. This paper examines the evolution of Human Beatbox from
the perspective of hip-hop culture and discusses its intrinsic nature. Firstly, it focuses
on the origin of Human Beatbox within hip-hop culture, exploring the relationship
between Human Beatbox and hip-hop culture. By elucidating how Human Beatbox
transitioned from an act of sound imitation to an integral part of hip-hop culture
from behind the scenes of hip-hop, it brings to light a new correlation between
Human Beatbox and DJ culture. Furthermore, it zooms in on the relationship
between Human Beatbox and DJ, analyzing their connection from a physicality
standpoint. It reveals that Human Beatbox not only serves as a means of musical
expression but also forms a distinct art form through physical elements. Additionally,
it scrutinizes the inclusion of the element of “equipment” in the musical expression
of Human Beatbox, as implied by its name. This analysis examines the impact of
this element on the character of Human Beatbox and considers how evolving music
equipment has transformed the characteristic of pure sound imitation. Finally, it
contemplates the aspect of limitations of Human Beatbox and discusses why it
constitutes a distinct art form separate from traditional music.

In summary, this article investigates the evolution of Human Beatbox within
the context of hip-hop culture, highlighting its relationships with DJ culture, its

physicality, the influence of equipment, and its unique status as an art form.



