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A Study of ‘The Economic Ethics of Corporatism’ by Kiyoshi Miki:
Logic and Ethics
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Abstract

This paper is a study of ‘The Economic Ethics of Corporatism’ by Kiyoshi Miki
(1897-1945), which he published in September 1940 under the name Showa Study
Group (Showa kenkytikai). It examines how he attempted to build an economic ethic on
the logic of ‘corporatism’ (kyodoshugi) and refers to criticisms directed at him from
‘ultranationalists’ (kokusuishugisha). This paper finds that the economic ethics of Miki’s
corporatism is based on Adam Smith’s (1723-1790) theory on the division of labour and
is a reworking of the utilitarianism that underpins liberal economics. This implies that
there was no ethics that went beyond utilitarianism. Miki, like Smith, believed that ethics
and morality are socially created from the mutuality between people and society under
the basis of self-interest, and although he sought a new form of ethics, he could not go
beyond the ethics of liberalism.

Keywords: corporatism, economic ethics, spirit of self-interest, principle of public
interest.
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