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Toward an Adaptation of Cognitive Semantics to Teaching Grammar of Thai
as a Foreign Language - In the case of Polysemous Function Word “pen”

RATTANASERIWONG SANGTIEAN

Introduction

In Thai as a foreign language (TFL), syntax structures and the various functions within a
single grammar word were normally taught separately. For example, the original verb “pen”
(to be alive) can be used as a copula verb “Chan pen khon yiipun” (I am a Japanese) and also
as a modifier “Chan 1én piano pen” (I can play the piano) to denote the meaning of ‘the ability
to do something.” Additionally, “pen” can be used as part of adverbs, such as “pen pai dai thii”
(possible to be) or “pen khran réek thii” (first time to). This polysemy might lead Thai learners
to confusion and disarray when they must deal with a grammar word that has multiple functions.
So far, a significant effort has been dedicated to teaching each function separately, considering
how necessary and frequent that function word is. What appears to be missing, however, is
the consideration of grammaticalization and cognitive semantic relations between the original
meaning and each grammatical function. This essay will explore the feasibility of applying
image schemas derived from the original verb and a conceptual framework based on cognitive
semantics to the instruction of basic Thai grammar for TFL.

KEYWORDS: Thai as Foreign Language, Cognitive Semantics, Image Schema, Thai Copula
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