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Memory and Forgetting in Chu Tien-hsin’s “The Old Capital”
Palimpsest, Erasure, and a Place-based Critique

SR
NG Richard Wing To

Abstract

This essay addresses the problem of memory and forgetting in Chu Tien-hsin’s novella “The Old
Capital.” In “The Old Capital,” the heroine called “you” is a second-generation mainlander in
Taiwan. With the transition of power from mainlander government to inlander government, the
heroine has to face the problem of erasure of memory due to the political manipulation in the name
of “localization” by the inlander government.

This essay reads the heroine’s status of existence illustrated in “The Old Capital” by using
the critique of place-basedness, a key concept in Sinophone studies. Place-basedness refers to the
complex but unique history of Taiwan as a place that allows pluralistic imagination of its
inhabitants. By showing both the cultural and political sides of the heroine’s peculiar status of
existence in Taipei, which is as a minor within the periphery of the greater China, this essay aims
to shed light on the tactics of historical narrative of individuals who cannot be identified by
relatively stable concepts based on the discourse of “Chineseness,” such as nationalism and
languages, thereby providing insight, namely tactics of political intervention of memory and
identity formation, into understanding of minor Sinophone literatures.

Keywords: Chu Tien-hsin, Memory, Mainlander, Taipei, Sinophone, place-basedness
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“®*%T%%m ERDERIZOWT, IFHEILHEA HE T 1949 FICEREH & HicHE
IR o TELRAE, BHIBBATHACERRORIED TH 5, £RO (1958—) kAL
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MEZOMT A DHMEEZZITIHITE) LIk s, il BEEBNMTE-ANTHE2EHEL
RS ADBEOKETFIZOLTHEBRL Tud, A RREE CEHNS Z Lidhdrol,
Ttz FBBIR> 15, 2 THAM RIS HARBIIZ X - THHEHEA 2% S 07
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WD DZ LI Ry b7 —2 ) ELTELET S L (Tsu2011:13) .

IRMIZDZDODRIIHS LT, FELLAYA 74 VIHEOEBELBEENRIZE WL
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L. (HED) EwIHPRBcB LT, tuAf v Thsd "dil, HEOMARREE W CERE
BEMRTHRBZET Thhl) ORNETATY T4 T4 %2E>T05 @MU, fBho TH
il DYEERE L CHDDTA T Y T4 74 2T ERFKRC, EEDOT 4 A7 —NIicko>T
TERENIT ATV T AT AZHTIEOEBRIICKDI VTS, LEHLTWS (%
2005 : 50) .
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DFEZFD "ol PidtIn w3, Z2oEZR L. Tkl OZ 25
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ZI) LEREIEDORHEA T ONTENESN TV DTH S, flE LTXRD LI &
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Teeeeer ) LV BRI NTIZV D, LRICHEOEBZZID EI D, 2HUIESH
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3. XYy 7SR
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1. NLWATA
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