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A Study Exploring the Reason Why India’s Plan for a Tea Trade with Tibet Failed
at the End of the 19th Century

N S
YAMAUCHI Mizuki

Abstract

While Britain, Imperial Russia, and China (Qing) contended for supremacy around Tibet, the
Indian tea producers and the Indian government planned to expand its sales route by increasing
its production in the 1880s. However, the plan failed in Tibet even though the Tibetans already had
the habit of drinking tea. This paper examines the reason why India’s tea trade with Tibet at the
end of the 19th century failed based on the notes written by Westerners and the like.

The results show that the failure was caused not only by political factors, but also by
economic and cultural factors. In addition to failure of negotiations, Indian tea producers suffered
because of their lack of skills to make brick tea, which the Tibetans liked. As a result, the Tibetans
did not like both the taste as well as the flavor of brick tea made from Indian tea. Moreover, the
Chinese and Tibetans hoped to retain the profits that they received from tea trade in all the areas
around Himalayas.

In the late 19th century, Britain established an “Indian tea network” throughout the world,
however, they failed to involve Tibet into the network. The failure identifies a traditional trade
network in this area and brings to light their unwavering sociocultural preference.

Keywords: Tea, Indian Tea, Tea Trade, Tea Culture, Tea-Horse trade, Tibet, Ladakh
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ZOERILD, HEP S F Ry MOGEIFN LT, fka A b, B2 6 (E3Fieh & L
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iU, A Y FENC bR H 2 & H 27, 18924E 7 H 16 HIZu A=+ 6Y = 4 L RIS T
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A Y FEBF Ry MIZAET MO0 TE, TTIIY oA LR - = FIMEZ T F T3,
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I I EDREINTVRES,

RizA >~ FRICBEIBSE oz £ LTH, FEBINDF Ry F D7 RRADEK %2 H LY
ST AV FROEBAICHEAYZ 2 ENRTEZEIFHERH Y ¥ A (EITPRT 1904:
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REOMAEIE, FEBIM-T, 1 K FYD 2 RUVRATFRy bAoA ¥ FEZBIEL
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&) S, AU THB L, FIHBEMICHEL 2EEOKDO BAZFE L TEL,) (0 B
DEZEIFRT EC, oI (i) SNTuhninilt, ZNEDEINE-720 1
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Ry b+ 78 VICETEEONRZINTF, W7 Y75 & DI OWT ORI 2179,

m pEREFy b

1. TEEZY, oy b7—2

JeicZE T m v 7 e L DiiER7: EOSCHRD S HIWT L TH | 19 HFLUREOTEHICE 1 2 KoK
DEHHE, T DOHEM B X ONEREOEHPu-enNftBiElIchH > 72 ¢ E 2 o5, FIFHEFEERD
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HY, FRBHOEELLOMTIL—DANF 28X IICLTFRy P EFC#EHIETN LY,

VA DHEM D> & T £ COlE ZHH > 72 DId, Lt 2 ST EMIHOERER CH - 7,
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Z kB, AR DI E EHT 2R FDEZ S,

Tk, PZEDOHERF Ny MHFLTWw3, EwI i, Bl TEZETRLEDE
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7. KRGS BN BRI, TWIFEEDOA L S TEHORNF Ry PBEEICE W THEE
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1, DLERHEREE AR 12 AR RS L O Hd,
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ZUTIAALTOIEWVWH) ZETH D,

512, OTHEEDOERAKDIHILETH 574 XV AKEZ, KEEENFEELL v FE
A UDPEDEDFAZIRAIHEPLLTED, 2OV THED L OFR DA ZIKS LT
Wi, #ADRTED . 1887 ELKEIZ, TEDSDEAREZ, £V F - kA 1 rhs OffiARE
BN TR, ZDk)RREL, EHOA v FRICHT 2 iz o o —K
EEZBTEAD,
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IZE 2 TF Ry b ADFEDIH
HiZ, MR Pa)1] o Hiutsk %

F4 AXYAKEOFOBMAL (B : TERERVF)

N 4vF HE ARy
WM E L Z B EBE RN T 5 e
~ X g | g ek | o emk
Hot, T, ZORHD A ¥ (%) (%) (%)
Y ZAREADFEZE O A B 1884 | 63,208 @ 302 | 143,771 @ 68.7 | 2,211 1.1 || 209,190
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=2 “o
. R N 1886 | 73467 1 325 | 145308 643 | 7,144 i 32| 225919
THEHAB X NF Ry b4 v
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. £ YV FEOXF Xy i
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7)) EDRGDS. ZONER O W A a—F— oG h0FEFL2UNL (O’Conor 1896: 36).
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3. FXv FMUTRDOFEG~DWE — T8y 7 H

FI74 722l FXy FOEE - MESD, 4 ¥ FEONF Xy Mt z2EZICHA
TWZ E, F2HECHRALEY TH S, L CHIiCIE, WWHBIFICE > TORELSD
HEMEZ2MER L 72, AffiTld, FXvy Mot > ToOhEZEOREWEZ, BTy + (UT., 7
) EDRGDHELET D,
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17 fdR, F Xy b - 75y 7Tk S FRS 0Tk, SEEICBIL TRD X 9 &ELD
WD I NI (B 1962: 228),
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COFEME. 2B I Yy ZHNCERICR 2 X ) BB TOELOEEIMZ N7 b DD, Kl
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A LR - N—=FDERPS, ZDI EDHARNS,
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2OHFIELT, ZDHBLD 1 2P, Pavy AU 7 (FEl) 2RHELTCYLAY R - A ah
JWIZHEL B L —F, ZLTHI 1900, FRY I 0o I7¥y 72 BEHLTCY VAV Ay ah
WIZEDZL—=FTH S, AP ahLeP sy FIiGEEINR, S oIimaEin, pRry
7 DRDERHTH 5 7N T 1IN T,

L2 L., 1862 4ED 5 1870 ERDE, AL a W NICTHTANEY 7 7« X7 D KELDMR A7
W, Cav Y P EAY AN BRERLG L — MIEIREEE e o7, 29 LT, HRPIT
IR ZHEIZGHKIE, REIKREDD L, ZOfEHR, EINiaF Xy b - 78y 72 EHT 50
— bOEEERZEE -,

1872 X0 7%y 7REEAE O ICH o724 FV Dbz, hik7? S 7 DG D
BREZVUHE) ¥y 72880 T 5L — FOEEEREE > TWAE I ED—IiEZRL T3,
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METHoTIEZTRTHDOEEDLNS,
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CITHELATI A S RV, 7L [503 T8.447
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N N T S S

56 55y 7 ICBS ALY FED ZDW»olED 1;757 v 7@@)\4&)'%0%\“5:/\“/

B (BEAR-SE3HET) FRERZ R BT 7, DI, A YRI5y
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MR 2L T2 Ebh 5,

WHDHFFERDOFR TIZ FHEIINY —FELANELLE VI N VTS B E LI Z oSy,
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3R 1984: 130),
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Bbbiz
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L7, ZOHRE LT, Wbz &KZvs 7 - A XV R (BXOEGHEA VF) - FHEZLTFRy b
DML N ZAZED D 5722 Ll FEIRL bR,
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P - MBI 2 B RE S Bb > CoZe HH & F Xy Mt o T, FEZEDOAFE L Z Dfitd
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F 7o, B S IZFVECS, A v PEEZROBIEEM O KRAI ORFED . A~ PR
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PEDXHiz, £V F, AE, 2L TFXRy bD3FEZNFNIUC, BGANLER & iXHlo, 4
v FHRER DGl 2 HA Z K BHZ 5, 2F D, Ty F2d CHBUANLEDERIZ, 4~ F
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