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"Outlawed" Agriculture in Public Spaces in the Southern Anhui Province, China:
Why Do People Living in the Center of the Country Continue with Agriculture?
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Abstract

With the rapid urbanization and mobility of farmers in China, some farmers are
beginning to migrate to the cities. In addition, there is a phenomenon of so-called "outlawed"
agriculture, where despite moving to the cities, they continue to cultivate public spaces such
as lawns, green belts on roads, and vacant lots to grow vegetables for their own use.

This study focused on the phenomenon of the "outlawed" agriculture in public spaces of
in the center of the country. It was confirmed that even if some Chinese farmers left the land
or their hometown, they would not leave the agriculture. This study clarified that they made
an effort to continue cultivating vegetables with a traditional farming method, like actively
maintaining the use of fertilizers of their acquaintances by utilizing their previous experience
even if they move their living space to the city due to extrinsic factors. Farmers continue with
agriculture because they reconstruct "agricultural connection" and reconfirm one's identity
through the "outlawed" agriculture. This phenomenon is more likely to occur in county towns,
because county towns are very close to rural area physically and psychologically.

Keywords: "Outlawed" Agriculture, Agricultural Connection, Country
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