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Challenges and Prospects for New Environmental NGOs Driven by the Younger
Generation during the Transition Period of Chinese Society
Light and Shadow Unraveling from the Life Story
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MIYOSHI Emako

Abstract

In the 1990s, the NGOs first generated in China society, especially the younger generation
who was born after the Chinese economic reform (1978) also has participated in the NGOs recently.
The preceding studies focus on the development of NGOs with the young generation in China with
the civic society perspective, show the glittering figure of their autonomy. On the opposite, the
author found the reality which is a little different from the prior studies.

The results show that the participation of new environmental NGOs led by the younger
generation is working to involve many citizens dealing with public issues as a place where they
could utilize abilities and realized themselves. On the other hand, NGOs in previous generation of
civil society, which have traditional government-dependent ideas and worship principles, are an
important support when confronting governments and companies. Yet environmental NGOs which
led by the young generation are difficult to reach social agreements and is not understood by society.
It is placed on a lonely boundary that does not respond easily.

Keywords: Environmental NGOs, China, Civic Society, Life story
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