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Immigration of Overseas Chinese from North Vietnam and Their Social Networks:
A Case Study of the Cantonese and Hakka Experience

WP
KAWAI Hironao
LR

WU Yunxia

Abstract

Most Chinese in northern Vietnam emigrated overseas, primarily because of the Chinese
Exclusion Movement in the late 1970s. This paper is based on fieldwork in northern Vietnam and
Overseas Chinese State Farms, investigating six households with a northern Vietnamese
background: Four Cantonese Chinese in Haiphong and two Hakka Ngai in overseas Chinese farms.
It reports on the migration of Chinese from northern Vietnam and the global networks they formed
in the places they migrated to, analyzing why some Chinese chose to remain in northern Vietnam
and the motivations of those Chinese who left northern Vietnam to maintain communication with
the land they left.

Keywords: Immigration, global network, diasporic space, Vietnam, Cantonese, Ngai,
Hakka
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