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Boundary Permeability of Cantonese-Filipinos in Cebu, the Philippines:
Beyond Blood, Geography, and Language

E 2
AO Mengling

Abstract

This essay is a case study about Cantonese-Filipinos in Cebu, Philippines. The essay discusses
boundary permeability of Cantonese-Filipinos based on their life stories. Data was gathered from
fieldwork conducted in Cebu in 2019. Using life stories of Cantonese-Filipino as examples, the
essay focuses on how ethnic Chinese can be called Cantonese-Filipinos, and how they are able to
distinguish "the others" through this boundary.

Based on the narratives of life stories of Cantonese-Filipinos, we are able to find out that the
boundary of Cantonese-Filipino is permeable. For one thing, the category of "Cantonese-Filipino"
is flexible and this can be expanded and shrined according to situation. Also, if the influence of the
“subordination” of identity of Chinese females, the "impurity” of Chinese-mestizos, and the
principle of “place-of-birth-centrism” are considered, the boundary of Cantonese-Filipinos can be
crossed.

In conclusion, the boundary between the category of "Cantonese-Filipinos" and the others is
permeable, less emphasizing of internal characteristics, and more susceptible to external
influences.

Keywords: Boundary Permeability, Cantonese-Filipinos in Cebu, Cebu Cantonese
Association, Chinese-Filipinos in the Philippines
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VBRI L P ERABREZDOTRTH 5, INHREANDBLIE, JRKETIEA S
ETRAVAVBHLT, 7P T7TERL—T7, YUY AR—NL, X FA AV FERTT, A4
WA > T3 (3 2003: 156) » CNOHDEEEST, 74V EVIZAHEREANDFE LB
BTiE v, INERIEANOHA ZMINICRIT 2 L9, TEHIBR, EWwI)EIETHE
W%, 74 Va0 RhT, PEZRDERIZRADDORN 1.2%0°06 1.5%IE 854

/) T4 —"Tdbs (Teresita Ang See 2005:763) ., % ) L AL EZD LT, FEADIL—V 1L,
FRERA D 80%., INHAEDHI 10% & 72> T\ % (Teresita Ang See 2005: 763) ., JA B2 AL
AN 6 B3 EDBIRD DY EIRTH D, &KXz EDfTdb, 740 Erths,
N2 RFIMEITSNTVEDTH 5,

29 LA ZRHENDRBE L, FHMN R cofkvicb Reons, TnNEFTH749FE
YOEANNEIZIE, ZODHSLRPLYEH L, —DIFEBRREANLEVIFLEOTHD, bH—
DEFR =T EVIHLTHE, 74 VEVOEETHE2~>=7 DEEREADL, 74V EVD
WALEEZRELTEZEDOTH S, bEAHA, v I HEBEICEGET 2 EBRHEALZ AR E L
7N 7 4 ) v iEAL S ERICHE T 2RI O W TRl 2 EE 27w, BEZREZE
AL TELILIEFBETER Y, LirL, mEREAN (FRiov=758E) oA LEFD
PRI K> T, 74 EVOEAMKLEEORHEZREIEE I L1IE, PO SN 2R
B, 74V EYOEAGELEFIEL Hond Lt oEA2EAHTHEE LR 2, = FHIX,
FlicF v A+ vid, EADANDFEENES, BALIFHEAR 7 1) € AN 1F K
BhHs, —J., v>=7HHBUNADFENZ, FFEARZT7IAVESYANEDL VI T arvPk
D YA C. WD %\ > (Chinben See 1988) , v = 7 HAB UM HEET 2EAN, ZOHEDPTH

TZHAHBIR) THAHILNHRENDORBEZBIZETL I L2, 74V EVEATSONEL
AR HPFEL TS EF 25, LHRFEAZNRE LT THR oRBEZIETL L
T, WHREAZNRE LR CEHEILNZ 7 0 ) EVHEALS T2k BT 2R Z2IAT
52k D, LEd>T, INHRFEANZNRE LIHADPBELZDTH S,

2, &fTA

74V ESEEDINERENE NG E L. EROBD, 22IRonTni,

HIME%E (1980) 13, ¥ 7HICEBWTARAEAZNRE LW%E2 L T2, TEBEK
@i, (Cebu Cantonese Association. BLFN. Tt 7IAHEAE, &£ D 1979 FFESAEATEH
LEAZERE L, BHHEOMRE L ALY T, ¥ 7AEAMHOBELRE X0k 7HICE ) 3IAH
SN L HEE ORMIGE 2L 72, ZORIE, 2L OEREGUEELRIIATH 5,

% 7z Caoline Cheong (1983) &, v=7F ¥ 4 + ¥ 7 VICHELIARRIFEAZWRIC, 6D
SEh. FH. BUEBR. ik, Bl BIPERBEE LR EICOWTEZLTWS, ik
VD=7 F A+ 7V ICEET2IRHRFEAD, L0 THiks, BALZOL»TEDS
LTk, TEASULEILHD UUICES ICHEMTE 72 2 L 2iEM L T 5, Cheong DHFZEICIZ
WD NDATEIREDFEL (i TB D, kO THiFZ, RNHZEANGZOEEZHS 2 L
MTEDLD, —HT, IANEREALSOBBMEZEMRL T35, 2L T, Cheong 1. AP
DAY F 2782, 74V EVORELR, thaxfl, flifdBlIcBIT 28ELEML ., AFZHEAN
Z74VEVESICAIE L TR 2 EZRSLTw S,

74 ) EVERASEOBMAIE, Wik, 74V EVIEANICE ST, EEAREIC >,

NFEFEZBO T 6, BHMOFE, B, Lo 2Z 1) T, RAICBHMOEHICRZ LA
TWo e, —J7. 1946 FIZ7 4V BV L TOEE., 8D 7 42 ) ¥ U {LBEK O TH5E 2
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i74Ut/IET%%&WﬁLT%D X7 A Ty T4 T AL TIE, 74V EY
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AF RIS, 8% OREGYR., PEFEOFELECEAMEIEET 2, v= 75D
lf&@ﬁ}\ Eo Tk, AL E DEfL, LN BREATA TV T4 714 2HEFFT5 2

LREIVEGThHIEELOND, LaL, v 7 EEBUADET TIZ, UL RIEAN T A
TYTATAZMETLILEDRE LS BoTwanb Ly,

v = 7 HHBE LA D IC B 1 % HEAMGELEG AR, B3 e (. AL LR L
FfF & W) 2399 { %2> T % (Teresita Ang See 2004) ., FEHOBMFHEIC X 2 & AR TH
D B2 7IARAFHENT, e 7EAMLSTHEOERLTEST, 4, 7400210
JRHRIHEANNR O AR TH 2 TIEAEE A GBI M€, (Philippine Federation of Filipino
Cantonese Association) & OIS WL T3 720, HAHMKICEB LT 7IAHEREANIZ T
B B{AINV—=7) FEEbLNTVE, 2O LE, EHREAL L 7 TEIPNTVS
VG OHRTE S, FMEREANLANS L JRERENIIRA L FEHF oM, HE
DB ES A\, T, INEREAREE 740V VLML OMEIBREDNS . BFNICAK
w3 wEE I, FRAZLZEGVRICIIEDLDE T, 740V EVORVERIEDY, 74
t/A&LTﬁT% EDRMRINIC 2 D, X 7TIEHBRHEANE, K THEAE KRIFBZEED
Nb, 2¥0, 74 VEVEHREVHIBIGNTA TV T4 T4 2dd 5 EbIT, Fil. TFH.
Jfs, Xk &b 74 ) v ERUBICEE T 2 A b ., IBEREANICE ST, X
B ZBRIENT A TV T4 74 MR T2 2 LIFEEL K R 5,

COXIBERDPS, v= 7 HEBELAOFEN, K EHDEIRTH 2 ILHRFEANICE > T,
B LI A=y 7« TAT VT AT 42T 52 LREHTIER G, 20k, JNHRHE
ANEHLETZEFEL Y, MEREAL 74V EVYALXINT200REL»S5TH S, L
7o T, 74V EVIAHEARENICET 2078 TlE, GEVBIAEA»ZM S 2 & BRI EEZF
¥Ehb, 20, TAHRFEALRENZDRHELDES I ) Z#RH &Ik,

INHRIFEN EWIEN D ANLIE, ZO4HTZM T o7V —7IcoES . hiF L Xilsn
Tw3, B5ANEZ07V—=7125[&2 6, HEANEZIrofRIns 2 LT, JAHA
FANLWV) TV —TBHERINE, 22T, TA=y 7 - V=7 ICHT2EmEd LICER
THL, 7T Yy 7 « N—ZADFEERT 5 RIEE A (Ethnic boundary theory) 12X 2% &
IRAZY 7 TN =TF, TAZy 7 - N UF Y=L LELHICEBMNICHEINS (Barth
1969) . TAZ Y 7 « ZV—T7WPEI N, MRINL2DIEF, TAZy 7 - XY UFY —HRE
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g (212, REER#HEAD 7 4 VEYAN) &K

FENTVEDLLTHD, TAHRBIEAN LML
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7H

TR ERTAEIET. 74U EVIEARSIC
(ﬁg’ R BOTED X ) ICBAPBEINTELobE
<

s H N
B 1 AR BTl G (FR) HomicL e,
7272 L. PEREZICB T 2 R O SR %= 27

T2E, AFETHD B2 7IEHREANLZ, T2 A=y 7 - V=7, LLTTIEHL ™A
T3 — Lm0 Th 5, ERELL, PEMESOMENREE TBRH Y. M
WLy LI ERBETHML T3 (EHHE 1087: 37) , Z3Ud, TEEHESICE, Sk
7T — 2 Txy b =7 BEEL, RUWIIEL TSI N EMZER L w3
EVWHBERTH D, 772, AL ThH73V—) IKESOTHRINABER Ry b7 — 27 &4
KTELD, 7 LB INLEMZERTE 2T TIE R, FlZIX, BEE»SXL T
WICBELZANIEZ, AL L ThT7 3V — ) iIckoT, NAHERHEAN, oI, H
CMAh7av— o ALZE TR EWIBRE/BSIENTE S, X612 o THYE,
DEy b7 =7 E2PGHELTHL L, bk TARREAN, E0IEMZERTES, L
2L, LI THE, &) BERPIEAROERY 2T 2I1cE EE o786, TIAHESR
A L) AT — ) ICEDCEMZIPR T LIETERVWEEZLNS,
AERESEARESHE LT, TAEREAN Lvw) ThH73)— OBR%ZHT % LT,
MY ) (Boundary Permeability) & W oMt&2EH T %, HAE®EMEL X, H 2R
2, MOBERICEEL 5225 2 L2 T 2RE%1 79 (Hall & Richter 1988) ., AL M)
BT REDIED S D EZHET 2, —77, BEFEBMEMR T UL, B 2 HERE
L. ANELERZPER L THHEBD & D274 L 2\ (Kreiner, Hollensbe & Sheep 2006)
DlbEzsE 2T, BEARMIZDUT D 4 SZ20hd 5%,

1. 74V EvViEAST, TAHERZRNEAN, EFEN D AP, ZHIMWEN B, H 50k

VT L HE VX AT >,

2. TN CT, TRHERZREAN) L) ATITV—EEDL ) ITHEINLD

A

3. TRHZRHEN, LI AN, TAHZEANTHL L) ZEDLHITHBEL TV

DEL I, fio1d, KM TAEZRHEAN) LHRLTWID, 20k bilto@EREED

RVldiz, TOWREZITANS LPBRVDIES ) D,

4, JKRBEANE V) AT =13 ED L) BEREHEZFHEODE 29 D,

NS DHFHICHIL T, ARfETIix, WGBS EH L 5o, & 7IAHRHEANDOBE) L EfH:
BERICHDWT, JAEREAE VI AT T —NED L) REREAE 2002 EET 3,
Ao ERNE, FEED 20194F 3 H~2020F 2 HIZ7 4V EV T 2B E (& 0P
W, INHERIEADEET HHHTH 2 AT, v 7T, A v A0, ¥NFHD 40036 F
N3N, AfEcldt 7Hi CORMBREL P T2) IV Tw3, PUF, 9HIRE
BWT, 7 HICBIIZIAERENEAHAMHORE R L BIRZFHHT 2, Z2ORICHEIHRT, 5
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DDHEHIFED T, JNHRIEADIA 7A=Y —2 B3, mBIC, HBITETIE, 520D
HENZOWTHMI L, e TAHRREATH S Z &) ITHT2HEE LN NARRIEAN, &
WA AT 3 —DFEFERIEICOWTHEET 5,

I 271283 EHREADOHE

1, EAfER L2 TTH

Rl Hie, BEZ74VEVIHEATOREIEAN 100 TAL EEELNTLE6, 20
B x> MBEICEELTED, hoFEANIZL 7T, £ v A aili, ¥4k &0
WKHEELTWS, AT 2T 7HIEZ DR D—D2TH 5,

L 7HIE 74V EVOE_OREET, 74V EYORHICHET S, EYPEECTROE
e, T3, BUEE. MiEmEEohihcd s, £ 7oA 96 JTA (2020 4E) @
T, EADANTIZOWTOEAEWRHEHIFEL D, e 7HOAOD 10%EEbN T3
(=) 1998) , 10 HADIEAD L 7HICHEA T T, FEADAOLKIZ7 4 ) ErOHEHD
BT —FROEEDNTWS, £/, TEADZ 7 LEG 27> TELERIZETHEL,
ARL VORREN7 4 VEVICASHIDPS THhok, E7DHEAR T 7ICiFv=7D k)
BFX AT I UBEELRODE, 271 F AT I U Bhi——Z 0, £ 7HAEIF
YA FETUEDPS ) @R EHRRD,

Y 7HENALSDHE L 72D, AL VRO 1860 FiCt 70K I L, X E
yoNa, aaT7REDHYPIEAZIN, KEICEEINLZZ EICBEELTwS, Rty by
¥ EOBBEEOFER L, 19 HREEICIIFEMRES L 7o FEGHIC K> 7%, £ 7 OFEILHE
NDBEFEZ I OEFE 72, 1860 FEDIHT, £ 7 HO#EAN (FGAEHRA) X 20 A2 Z 22D o 7223,
1894 FE F TlT, FEAD AL 1,400 A5 1,500 AMcHEZ, 2 7D AL (14,099 N) D 7%%
H® T2 (Fenner1985) ., L2>L. MfE&IHERIZ I —IcB o, FAIZIIIZNS 4
INFEIE DNE TP, BATH - 72,

20 HALICAS T 6, 7XA Y AHRMBFIZ7 )V Ey CHHE S BOE2H#EEL 72, 2L T,
R R IS ZEBR TSI BT 2 74 VDR E RIS T A FEE LA, 22
T, v 7ROV BEDHENZ, DML NEEEED I ETH LT OEERE TV, HlX
7 4 ) Y CHARTEFDEZHME (John Gokongwei) X, 77 10 fRTH - 7% 1940 FERITH
HHICES TR 7N THITARH DR R EOMEZIWETZ I LEICHBED, 2206 5T
DOEKZE W EZED _EIF 7 (Yvette Fernandez 2011 ; Meah Ang See 2018) , b b A5 A, TART
DEAPESZATIDE I BRIZINDTLEDITTIER G, 749 E M DR, £
N-—#ED 7 4V EMUBERIC X o T, EEDOBEFIEENHIRI NS L H Itk o7, HBKFIZE
AEDIFENIZ7 4 VEVEHEZE > TOWRD» 7D T, NBEZTLICE T HERG I3 KX o Hig
B2\, —JF. THIFIEAHE ) FEEORAER L 72, /. 1975 FITT7 4 Y E VBN HEE
ANDIEHIRZ BN L 72 2 Lick > T, L DFEADR 74 VEVEFEZHEL, 74V Y
EEIC 572, BE, 2 7HEEDORENIERNIZ 7 4 V) EVHEES~DORIGRHEA TV 2 LR
I T\ % (Teresita Ang See 2004) .

2, 7B BEHEREA
21 74 VEVDIRHREAN
INEADOOD G X THICBEL 2D o T, WHERFERNESEIE R VY, AR v
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ANBBRAT 2T TIZIARADERAFE D7 4 ) E R TEFZLT TR EEbTw 5,
AL VRO D 16 HFLE Y, IARAWMEFRHNEGOWEREZ Y —5— ¢ 92 Tk,
TN—=T00y v By M BREL, 2o&dl B L TR IC A7 L v
BF3H 5 (fr 2015) .

Fh IAHEBREANCHTEIHVIERELT Thd @353, T=h4, &) WEFRIZ, BR
Lo FitIc B L, IAHEERRE T ICET 2 A4 (Macao) V)i kL TED, <
AAEPS 7 4 )V EKPEAZIRT, A A413 19 i T, (TEAI@H) O
MR EDR G I N DHEIIC, RIIcOA D&M E TEFES ) EIRIKE V) BER?H 5|
EHFE S EHREA@EE ISR E L TORGEHTEHE) OB L > T (R 1996) . Yk,
<A SHEL ZDIIRARAT, BERAITICHMEEMLSMHE L, T4, v
A6k, HEMSICLX > T 74 VEVEAND LD TIARANEREADB T TN TWE Z L
Db, Lo L, 1840 FO T~V MFLIKE, FEPA X ) A0OMRMICZ ) HifigEs LT
HRINT» 6, L DIEHRADFEEPOHFAE L, bBEAAZ I IEF—HOEEADEEN
TWwa, BIfE, "T=Ah4) LWI)IERIZHE O Hbna b, JAHERIENE, BIFEEZ L
E L7 XXNRD e > Cld— MM EE T Tkhg-tang-lang 1 (JATRA) EWEENLTW S,

JNHFRFENIT = 7 EHBEICER LT 5, 1850 FICIAHRHE AL TG e FI B 5 & iy
(Manila Cantonese Association) %3 L7z, Z3LE7 4V E Vil EWIo TR S - 1E ANH
HDO—DTH %, 7z, 1884 FITEVLI iz TIEANEFENM AT, (Filipino Chinese Loong Kong
Kung So) D k) ICFERE b H -7, 20 HiLHEH, 72V AHERMBIICA S & B2, Bl
A2 (1924 F~) | WUHEHZ (1935 F~) . lAEM2 (1950 fF~) &L, IS/
oMb - T BRI, 2 SEME L L TR S e, BRI, TIE AN S AR
(Philippine Federation of Filipino Cantonese Association) &I 417:0, Z#x7 4V EY
21D IRFREANEOHEAHBETH 5,

2.2 k7HICEBITRILAEREAN

2= 7 HABEORM LR D . W, 7 AV AP, IAEREEADMR LI
BAELIB®, 1924 FFI2 % > THIO TLFLHFEAMEIHZ I Nz, ORI 1926 Fic€ 7N
eI n, £ 7oA RHEANKE 2 o7, £ 7INHEREADOE ~HRDL
ik, 2 7IEHEHORETH S, FoMRLEMROZ2PICEAZLEBOADP VL2, 4
% EDRMEOIEENCSMT 5, & 7IAHRFEANOREL EBRIE, £ 7INHEAKH L ELD 2D
2EEA%, UTFTIR, 2 7IARSMORES BRI VT, JAHREADRIICEET 25
Wrzika %,

9. v 7 INHESEICOWTELRZFHT 2, Wil (1980) k%L,  7TEAEDIAEANIZ,
Y PN L ARGECIEZIT Y TR AN GEER) % 1924 FFICRIL L 72, Y
. BEOEEST2A L CE 0T, EHIZ L Ic—HICEZ2E D Twiz, 1926 FICid, [
Mo RETcHEMEZBAL, 7YV (Manalili St.) ICESFZ2H L2, OB, H
HofFRE THEEES, 26 EBLRSE, s ns, il (1980) TiE, £ 7)IAH
SEHOFIEIF 1924 L o T07Dd, FLZORFETROI 7 L AEOELENERNC I,
Y 7IAHREEHOFAFEE, REFE2EFR L, EBAHESH) WL 7 1926 £ TH S LIS
NTV30), NSO ARHL THHILE/NER) ~NOAFEEPHEZ 512o00C, ST
BEZILRKTonBiceEonk, FUOEREDZ L CEIEZ H W, 1936 FI2 A Fu v
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(Sudlon St.) 1ZHi L < ##<T P~
bz afEBE L Hms |
T35, F KM BRI
AR & AR DOTEE I
—HERIE L 7228, W%, AR
READB NI K > THRZIC
HEIHE S N, & 7IAH
SRS O HIE, JAH
FHAND I 2 =F 4 ICEBMHT
5Z¢ETH-O, LrL

O BT R0
— T e 5 e

A pwEo TR RS
THRTR) GRIEE  5 R

LREOFHAED
| EER| BREEESRE

1970 SEP S HFEANIZ 7 4 Y E ﬂ .
vOEWMESICEa S, P [N
AR E 74V ey y e

1975 FICHCBITR 2 Bz L M2 t7ERAHSBOMHSH (&7 ERAHOSEEE
7. v PIEEZHAD LSO (1950 £~1995 4F) IZESWTEHIEK)

HiEZEIEL, BAREZOREEZRZE T TR, 74V EREOKHRLITI LI Ick->
720 1975 FFICHEE 7 4 U BV DN RBIR 2 BN L 72, & 7 AT R A RIEAE O FH
xR, 740 BT 2 HERMEEE RGFSEREZMER LT L) L LTwnik, PEHE
HEAD L 7L I T 1995 FIC, PEAEGEHZH ) 4 XY P IO T 7 INESE TfT
b i),

R, B PIEHEEHOEBICOWTHHT 2, 1926 FEI2id, £ 211 ADILHREGP AL
oo ABDEMFICOVTIE, 2T, F-MROLEREAD, 3208 (FicBkoRl
B, B ZIREMEF &) CRUINEE RS Aok, ZLTSEHEERZERL. TADEH
DN %EZT, HELZOFEEZEHET 2 L ERICRBICEZ I ENTE 50,

L VINEAEHOLBICO VT, BHEEICBIT 24 Y2 —L, 1950 D5 1995 FE TD
7RO BB @2 s M, WREE, T, W2 L 7, BERIICIE T o
WHTh 3,

1L A (K2) 2HOD 8o%bl RIFIAHED TWE ) Ml (Bl 49.81%. BT 27.34%.
¥ 3.37%. BV 0.75%) OHETH D, 2 T TIRIAHGED T A5 Th 2 TUESR) AN
mERMHINS, RICAHEEO T ASTH 2 NANSR) INHEGEZ M) bl W, &8
EEMED L C o RIS, T o HIZ, MEEO MIGETH S NEhlEE 29 )4
HADHIM, W&fF, EROMHTH 509,

2. W3 BEF AT, BALG@EHEOMEm M . FRCREEASS », FEMIT TR X
D LEEROMIN S RV E, BN, K, EREXThLTH S, Zoflic, R
KALPEER, Hm, BEEE TEITEM)  (hEEREZOREE - #EM) S Ebwb,

3. XBOEI EARNICIE THERAONTH S, ficix, vy I AR AN Y
v+ 75 «4u (CagayandeOro) 7 k» 7 (Butuan) % EbEFEN5,

4. MR 267 AD DB 214 ADBBUETEEZ LD 5, ZMEIE 16 A 37 NIEFRTRLA L Z>TWw»
5,

D ki, 7 IAHBEANDE R DL IZAHADENBE T, £ 7HICBERIZ
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BRASLHEEHEE L THCTED, RICHAPFLORBREALDBEES A2\, £/, 20
HACRIEHD 7 2 VU AR X, FEADHLD 40182 >o T3 obhb L) I
NI 720> 72 (Teresita Ang See 2004: 124) ., Z D4, IAHEREANBH I 7 CIAH
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